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ECONOMIC  POTENTIAL  STUDY 


ECONOMIC  POTENTIAL  STUDY 


A. 


INTRODUCTION 


Planning  for  a  town,  county,  or  other  urbanizing  area  is 
simply  the  wise  use  of  energy  and  foresight.   Noting  the  need 
for  planning,  the  County  officials  of  Stokes  County  contracted 
with  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Conservation  and  Develop- 
ment, Division  of  Community  Planning,  in  April,  1968,  for  tech- 
nical assistance  in  preparing  a  comprehensive  planning  program 
for  Stokes  County.   This  work  will  be  accomplished  by  the  Stokes 
County  Planning  Board  with  technical  assistance  from  the  Division 
of  Community  Planning  staff. 

The  work  elements  of  the  Stokes  Planning  Program  deal  with 
the  foil  ow  ing : 


I  Economic  Potential  Study 

II  Land  Potential  Study 

III  Land  Development  Plan 

IV  Community  Facilities  Plan 

V  Public  Improvements  Program 

VI  Zoning  Ordinance 

and  will  include  recommendations  programmed  for  a  twenty-year 

planning  period  (1968-1988). 


THE  PLANNING  AREA 

Stokes  County  presently  comprises  268,386  acres  (459  square 
miles)  of  land  on  the  northern  perimeter  of  Piedmont  North  Caro- 
lina.  The  Sauratown  Mountain  range  rises  and  falls  completely 
within  the  county  borders,  a  fact  which  in  itself  makes  the  county 
unique.   The  Dan  River  runs  diagonally  across  the  county  for  a 
distance  of  about  30  miles.   Walnut  Cove  is  the  largest  incorpor- 
ated area,  Danbury  is  the  County  Seat,  and  Germanton  is  the  third 
in  size.   The  largest  urban  center  in  the  county  is  the  unincor- 
porated town  of  King.   The  nine  townships  in  Stokes  County  may  be 
seen  on  Map  1  . 


HISTORY 

Stokes  was  formed  in  1789  from  Surry  County.   It  was  named 
in  honor  of  Colonel  John  Stokes,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  who 
was  later  named  by  George  Washington  as  the  first  Federal  District 
Court  Judge  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.   The  separation  from 
Surry  County  took  place  in  1790,  and  a  second  partitioning  in 
1849  divided  the  original  area  into   Stokes  and  Forsyth  Counties. 


Today  there  are  almost  no  traces  of  the  iron  works  that  were 
so  important  to  Stokes  County  around  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  even  though  four  of  five  smelters  in  the  Western  Piedmont 
prior  to  1800  were  located  there.   They  did,  however,  influence 
the  selection  of  the  new  County  Seat  of  Danbury,  in  1851  --  al- 
though at  that  time  it  was  only  the  site  for  a  tavern.   The  county 
judges  and  surveyors  at  that  time  felt  that  it  was  not  only  a 
center  of  the  flourishing  iron  industry,  but  was  also  the  hub  of 
north-south  road  travel  and  an  important  port  for  flat  boats  on 
the  Dan  River. 


REGIONAL     SETTING 

STOKES    COUNTY   ,    SHOWING     TOWNSHIPS 
AND    THE     SURROUNDING      COMPARISON       COUNTIES 


MAP-1 


The  iron  works  died  with  the  Confederacy,  and  from  the  1870's 
until  the  1920's,  Stokes  County's  main  claim  to  fame  was  its  three 
mineral  springs  resorts,  located  just  north  of  the  present  state 
park  site  at  Hanging  Rock. 

The  three  biggest  factors  influencing  settlement  patterns  and 
growth  in  the  county  have  been: 

1.  Transportation  patterns.   North-south  travel  routes  tended  to 
avoid  Stokes  County's  highlands,  although  the  main  oxen  road 
from  the  mountains  down  to  the  markets  in  Old  Salem  and  Winston 
generally  followed  the  present  route  of  US  52. 

2.  Proximity  to  Winston-Salem.   A  factor  which  today  is  perhaps 
more  important  than  it  ever  was. 

3.  The  lateral  separation  of  the  Sauratown  range.   This  blocks 
access  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  generally 
accounts  for  the  increased  development  in  the  southern  part 
of  Stokes  today. 

The  southeast  portion  of  the  county,  with  its  center  of 
Walnut  Cove,  developed  as  the  first  center  of  population  and  in- 
dustry.  Presumably  this  was  because  of  its  proximity  to  Winston- 
Salem  and  the  service  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad.   The 
southwestern  section  of  King  and  Pinnacle  developed  later,  largely 
because  of  the  influence  of  the  Atlantic  and  Yadkin  Railroad  (now 
a  part  of  the  Southern  Railway  system). 


The  entire  county  suffered  heavily  from  the  depression,  with 
the  Town  of  Pinnacle  being  almost  wiped  out.   Walnut  Cove,  like 
so  many  other  cities  in  the  United  States,  found  its  municipal 
finances  over-extended  after  the  "crash"  came,  and  this  factor 
has  helped  stunt  its  development  until  very  recently. 


REGIONAL  COMPARISON  GROUP 

In  the  following  sections,  where  Stokes  will  be  examined  in 
detail,  a  comparison  group  of  five  counties  that  border  on  the 
county  will  be  utilized: 


Forsyth  County,  on  the  south,  is  the  urban  center  for  the 
region,  has  the  highest  growth  rate,  and  is  a  useful  com- 
parison since  it  is  the  major  urban  influence. 

Surry  County,  to  the  west,  is  in  many  ways  analagous  to 
Stokes  in  settlement,  terrain,  etc.   It  developed  "old" 
industry  where  Stokes  did  not,  and  was  further  fortified 
by  the  granite  natural  resource.   It  differs  in  having 
the  influence  upon  its  growth  of  a  town  as  large  as  Mt. 
Air  y . 

Rockingham County  is  contiguous  on  the  east,  and  relevant 

since  the  eastern  and  northeastern  sections  of  Stokes  are 
tied  to  it  economically.   Its  internal  economic  situation, 
however,  is  not  necessarily  analagous  to  that  of  Stokes. 

Yadkin  County,  to  the  southwest,  is  useful  for  comparison 
purposes  because  of  its  similarity  to  Stokes  in  both  its 
lack  of  industrial  development  (i.e.,  its  relative  depend- 
ence on  agriculture  until  recently),  and  its  relationship 
to  the  Forsyth  County  urban  center. 


B,   POPULATION  TRENDS  AND  CHARACTERISTICS 


Although  the  growth  rate  for  all  counties  in  the  comparison 
group  has  been  generally  uniform  since  1910,  Stokes  had  the  low- 
est growth  rate  up  until  1960.   In  examining  the  population  trend 
by  township,  fluctuations  in  rate  of  population  growth  or  decline 
have  been  fairly  large,  but  this  has  been  more  apparent  than  real 
in  all  but  Yadkin  Township.   With  the  overall  county  growth  rate 
at  3.17o  from  1910  until  1960,  the  percentage  fluctuations  have 
been  largely  a  matter  of  working  with  fairly  small  absolute  popu- 
lation figures  to  begin  with  (see  Table  1). 


Table  1      Recent  Population  Trends,  and  Estimated  196 
Population,  Stokes  County 


19  50  U.S. 

I9  60  U.S. 

Per 

1968 

Per 

C  ens  us 

Census 

Cent 

Est  ima  ted* 

Cent 

Population 

Population 

Change 

Po  pu  la  t  io  n 

Change 

Beaver  Isl 

and 

Township 

1  ,889 

2  ,002 

+  5.7 

1  ,935 

-3.4 

Big  Creek 

Towns  h  ip 

2  ,094 

1  ,794 

-14.  3 

1  ,948 

+  8.  0 

Danbur y 

Towns  hip: 

722 

606 

-16.1 

692 

+  12,4 

(Danbury  T 

3wn  ) 

n/a 

175 

229 

+  23,6 

Mea  dow 

Townsh  ip : 

2  ,182 

2  ,704 

+  23,9 

2  ,872 

+5.  1 

( Ge  rma  n  t on 

Town)   118 

162 

+3  7  .  3 

165 

+  1  .  8 

Peters  C  reek 

Town  ship 

1  ,995 

1  ,633 

-18.2 

1  ,890 

+31.5 

Quaker  Gap 

Towns  h  ip 

1  ,733 

1  ,380 

-20.4 

1  ,558 

+  11.4 

Sau  ra  t  own 

Towns  hip 

3  ,130 

3  ,453 

+  10.  3 

4  ,048 

+14.7 

( Wa lnut  Cove 

Town) 

1  ,132 

1  ,288 

+  13.8 

1  ,398 

+  7.9 

Snow  Creek 

Towns  hip 

2  ,577 

2  ,546 

-1  .  2 

3  ,040 

+  16,3 

Ya  dk  in 

Town  ship 

5  ,198 

6  ,  196 

+  19.  2 

8,671 

+  2  8.6 

STOKES 

COUNTY 

21  ,520 

22  ,314 

+  3  .  7 

26  ,701 

+  16.4 

"Arrived  at  by  Division  of 
count  of  dwelling  units. 
1960  Census'  average  of  3. 
units  and  mobile  homes  mul 
household. 


Community  Planning 
S in g 1 e- f am i 1 y  unit 
75  persons  per  hous 
tiplied  by  an  avera 


,  1968,  field  survey- 
count  multiplied  by 
ehold.   Multi-family 
ge  of  2.5  persons  per 


Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Population  and  Division  of  Community 
P  lann  ing 


During  the  1930's,  large  families  began  leading  the  farms. 
In  the  1940's,  this  exodus  continued  and  was  joined  by  the  ten- 
ant farmers.   During  that  decade  the  towns  began  to  show  decreases 
reflecting  the  loss  of  the  farm  support  function  without  the  addi- 
tion of  any  new  functions  to  replace  it.   During  the  decade  of  the 
1950's,  incoming  industry  and  commerce  began  to  slowly  reverse 
this  trend  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  assisted  almost 
equally  by  the  gain  and  retention  of  ou t c ommu t e r s . 

Estimates  of  the  1968  population  (Table  1)  show  increases 
for  peripheral  townships  that  seem  to  be  related  to  the  degree 
of  residents'  ou t commu ta t ion .   Yadkin  Township  ranks  first  —  and 
has  the  best  access  to  the  largest  number  of  employment  centers. 
Sauratown  Township  is  second,  with  relatively  good  access  to  both 
Win s ton- Sa 1  em  and  Greensboro.   Snow  Creek  Township  has  become  the 
home  of  a  number  of  persons  employed  in  Rockingham  County.     The 
31.6%  (257)  population  growth  in  Peters  Creek  Township  since  1960 
probably  reflects  the  growth  of  the  Stuart,  Virginia,  employment 
center.   Beaver  Island  is  the  only  township  to  have  actually  lost 
population  between  1960  and  1968. 

S t okes Coun t y ' s  estimated  population  increase  of  16.4%  (4,387) 
from  1960  to  1968  is  a  healthy  one.   It  serves  as  a  good  indication 
of  the  need  for  planning  and  guiding  the  county's  future  growth. 


The  rate  of  growth  of  the  number  of  households  is  increasing 
considerably  faster  than  the  overall  county  growth  rate,  accord- 
ing to  the  recent  Stokes   Water  and  Sewer  Study  (John  C.  Grey 
Associates,  Greensboro).   Since  a  majority  of  the  new  households 
are  presumably  started  by  young  people,  however,  it  is  likely 
that  the  number  of  persons  per  household  will  either  stabilize 
or  rise  very  slowly  again. 


Ou tm igra t io n  from  Stokes  has  not  been  much  different  from 
the  other  rural  counties  in  the  comparison  group.   A  study  done 
for  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  Appalachian  Regional 
Council  predicts  that  by  the  next  census,  outmigration  for  the 
region  in  general  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

In  another  aspect  of  the  migration  trend,  the  1960  census 
figures  showed  an  expected  loss  of  young  adults  of  about  35% 
between  19  5  0  and  1960,  and  a  similarly  expected  higher  loss  of 
young  males  than  females.   Even  though  this  loss  of  young  adults 
may  slow  as  job  opportunities  increase  in  and  around  the  county, 
it  is  doubtful  that  it  can  ever  be  reversed  in  view  of  the  high 
mobility  of  young  people  in  the  present  society. 


RACE,  AGE,  AND  SEX 

Stokes'  Black  population  stands  somewhat  under  the  national 
average  at  10%  --  up  from  1,932  in  1950  to  2,269  in  1960.   It  is 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  about  1%  per  decade,  or  approximately 
the  same  as  for  the  rest  of  the  rural  counties  in  the  county 
comparison  group,  but  considerably  under  that  of  the  white  popu- 
lation. 


Interestingly  enough,  Stokes  is  the  only  county  in  the  com- 
parison group  in  which  the  Black  population  is  migrating  at  a 
slower  rate  than  the  white.   This  might  be  accounted  for  in  that 
the  Black  farm  loss  has  gone  down  as  far  as  it  is  going  to  go; 
and  that  a  high  percentage  of  semi-skilled   Blacks  in  the  south- 
eastern section  of  the  county  were  able  to  get  out-commuting  jobs 
in  industry  after  having  been  laid  off  upon  the  closing  of  the 
pipe  plant  (about  1960).   Both  of  these  conjectures  are  only  that, 
and  would  take  much  more  detailed  field  research  to  confirm,  but 


the  theory  seems  to  be  supported  by  other  characteristics.   Stokes' 
Black  population  has  always  been  more  at  the  level  of  the  Central 
Piedmont,  rather  than  the  other  counties  in  the  Northern  Piedmont. 
Since  the  Black  population  profile  is  fairly  normal  as  to  the 
distribution  of  the  lower  age  groups,  it  would  tend  to  support  the 
above  theory  that  the  older  Black  farm  tenant  families  have  left, 
and  that  the  out-commuting  Blacks  remaining  have  started  a  whole 
new  generation  of  families.   (See  County  Population  Age  Profile.) 

The  outline  of  Stokes  age  profile  is  nearly  a  normal  one, 
except  for  the  characteristic  of  there  being  fewer  people  repre- 
sented in  the  20-30  age  group  than  there  perhaps  should  be.   This, 
of  course,  reflects  the  outmigration  of  young  adults.   Consider- 
ing their  departure,  the  number  of  younger  children  represented 
seems  to  be  fairly  substantial. 

Very  often  a  rural  county  will  tend  to  have  an  abnormally 
high  number  of  older  people,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  Stokes 
median  age  in  1960  was  lower  by  three  years  (at  26.7  years)  than 
that  of  the  other  most  rural  comparison  county,  and  only  slightly 
higher  than  that  of  the  State  as  a  whole.   The  only  reasoning 
that  comes  to  mind  to  explain  this  is: 


It  is  known  that  the  overall  migration  rate  is  the  same 
for  Stokes  as  for  Surry  and  Yadkin,  the  other  two  most 
comparable  counties.   Also,  the  number  of  persons  per 
household  is  higher  (at  3.75)  in  Stokes  than  in  the  other 
two.    If  it  is  assumed  that  the  migration  rate  of  young 
adults  in  Stokes  is  more  nearly  "normal"  than  has  been 
assumed  up  until  now,  this  would  then  explain  the  lower 
median  age  and  stable  number  of  children.   Put  another 
way:   the  number  of  young  adults  has  remained  at  a  level 
sufficient  to  continue  a  normal  natural  increase  in  the 
population,  so  that  there  is  not  an  unusually  larger 
proportional  group  of  older  people  left  in  the  county 
after  migration  has  taken  place.   This  is  further  borne 
out  by  the  high  outcommuting  to  jobs,  and  the  lack  of 
other  than  rural  families  (with  their  generally  associated 
larger  family  size). 


Table  2    Stokes  County  Population  Age  Profile,  1960  (x=50  persons) 
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2  ,269 


Source 


1960  U.S.  Census  of  Population 


Between  L950  and  1960,  the  male-to-female  ratio  remained 
about  even  in  almost  all  age  groups 


EDUCATION 

The  level  of  education  for  the  population  of  Stokes  at  the 
time  of  the  1960  census  stood  at  7.7  median  school  years  com- 
pleted.  This  was  lower  than  the  rest  of  the  comparison  counties, 
well  below  the  State's  8.9  median  school  years  completed,  and 
considerably  below  the  10.6  median  school  years  completed  for 
the  United  States  as  a  whole.   By  way  of  comparison,  it  places 
Stokes  just  about  ten  years  behind  the  rest  of  the  State,  since 
7 „ 9  median  school  years  completed  was  the  level  attained  by 
North  Carolina  in  1950.   This  is  a  matter  for  great  concern, 
and  one  which  the  county  government  has  already  recognized  to 
be  of  the  highest  priority  for  correction. 


INCOME 

The  personal  and  family  income  level  in  the  county  is 
another  area  of  prime  concern.   The  Stokes  County  19  60  mean 
(average)  income  of  $3,898  per  family  ranked  very  low  compared 
with  the  rest  of  the  comparison  counties,  the  State,  and  the 
nation  in  the  1960  census. 

If  one  sets  a  poverty  level  of  $3,000,  then  47%  of  the 
county's  population  was  below  the  poverty  level  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  decade,  and  3  5  7,.  mote  was  in  the  marginal  $3,000- 
$6,000  class.   Only  L4%  had  incomes  of  $5,000-$10,000.   The 
poverty  level  is  a  relative  one,  and  there  is  no  denying  that 
a  family's  income  goes  farther  in  a  rural  area  than  in  an  urban 
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Table  3        Cont 

ini 

i  ing  Educa 

t  ion  in 

S  toke  s  County 

1962- 
1958- 

63 

59* 

1963-64 
1959-60* 

1964-65 
19  60-61* 

1965-66 
1961-6  2* 

1966-67 
1962-63* 

Number  of  High 
School  Graduates 

251 

212 

308 

291 

271 

Enrol lmen  t  of 
Eighth  Grade  Four 
Years  Preced  ing 

431 

370 

525 

478 

466 

Number  &  P 
of  Gra  dua  t 
Entering  C 
Four  Year 


er  Cent 

e  s 

o 1  lege : 

College 


Number 

35 

39 

56 

67 

61 

Per  Cent 

13.9 

18.4 

18.2 

23.0 

22.  5 

Two-Year  College 
or  Its  Equivalent 
Number 

3 

10 

16 

24 

Per  Cent 

1  .2 

- 

3.2 

5.5 

8.9 

Number  &  Per  Cent 
of  Gradua  t es 
Continuing  Education 
or  Training  other 
than  College 


Number 

26 

21 

42 

44 

45 

Per  Cent 

10.4 

9.9 

13.6 

15.  1 

16.6 

Number 
of  Gra 
Enter  i 
Ser vie 
Emp loy 
Mil  i 


&  P 
duat 
ng  M 
e  of 
ed 
tary 


er  Cent 
es 

i  1  itary 
Ga  inf u 


lly 


Number 

11 

4 

5 

8 

6 

Per  Cent 

4.4 

1.9 

1.6 

2.8 

2.2 

Emp 1 oy e  d : 
Number 

122 

126 

108 

151 

125 

Per  Cent 

48.6 

59.4 

35.  1 

51.9 

46.  1 

Number 
of  Gra 
Accoun 


&  P 
duat 
ted 


er  Cent 
es  Not 
for 


Number 

54 

22 

87 

5 

10 

Per  Cent 

21.5 

10.4 

28.3 

1.7 

3.  7 

*Year  graduates  were  in  eighth  grade. 

Source:   Principal's  Preliminary  Reports,  Follow-Up  Survey 
North  Carolina  High  School  Graduates,  and  compilat 
by  North  Carolina  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
Division  of  Research  and  Statistics 
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center.   (This,  in  part,  is  attributed  to  the  rural  family's 
raising  vegetables,  chickens,  etc.,  for  their  own  consumption.) 
However,  it  should  be  remembered  that  rural  poverty  is  almost  as 
ignored  as  urban  poverty  once  was,  and  the  Stokes   figure  is 
most  damaging  in  its  comparison  to  the  other  rural  counties 
around  it.   (See  income  comparison  data  in  Appendix.) 

The  North  Carolina  Department  of  Tax  Research  does  give  a 
somewhat  more  optimistic  picture  of  the  income  situation  with 
the  use  of  slightly  different  figures.   That  agency  records  a 
rise  in  total  persona  1  income  from  $21,000,000  to  $41,000,000 
between  1959  and  1966,  resulting  in  a  near  doubling  of  the  per 
capita  personal  income  from  S961  to  $1,74.3  during  the  same  per- 
iod.  However,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  while  there  was 
probably  some  rise  in  real  income,  most  of  the  increase  is  prob- 
ably due  to  inflation  --  to  judge  from  the  fact  that  the  county's 
statewide  personal  income  level  fell  from  56th  to  58th  during 
that  t  ime . 

In  pursuit  of  another,  and  perhaps  more  promising  facet  of 
income:  if  you  measure  it  to  indicate  the  standard  of  living  to 
some  degree,  then  it  should  be  noted  that  mobile  homes  have  prob- 
ably raised  the  Stokes  standard  of  living  in  recent  years.  Four- 
teen years  ago,  a  ride  through  the  county  would  be  marked  by  the 
sight  of  many  small,  unpainted  frame  dwellings.   These  are  now 
disappearing  from  the  scene  as  young  married  couples  and  others 
of  low  and  moderate  income  choose  to  live  in  mobile  homes. 
Economically,  they  are  better  off  making  payments  on  something 
they  will  eventually  own  rather  than  making  rent  payments.  This 
raises  their  standard  of  living,  and  it  is  raised  still  further 
by  virtue  of  the  high  quality  of  home  furnishings  that  come  with 
the  trailer.   This  trend  has  been  conformed  by  the  County  Elec- 
trical Inspector  who  has  reported  mobile  homes  leadi  ng  new  home 
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construction  by  67  units  to  42  units,  respectively,  during  the 
period  June  to  October,  1969.   (The  housing  situation  in  the 
county  will  be  discussed  in  full  detail  in  the  Land  Potential 
Study  ,  and  Land  Development  Plan.) 


CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  LABOR  FORCE 

Agriculture  is  unquestionably  the  largest  single  source 
of  employment  at  this  time.   The  types  of  employment  engaged  in 
by  county  residents  (also  known  as  the  "employment  mix")  are 
probably  proportionately  about  the  same  now  as  they  were  in 
1960. 

One-third  of  the  total  employed  1960  population,  and  over 
half  of  those  not  engaged  in  agriculture,  commuted  outside  the 
county  to  their  jobs  (see  Appendix).   For  this  reason,  the 
county  employment  mix  (Appendix)  does  not  bear  too  close  a 
relationship  to  the  internal  economic  activities  reported  in 
the  next  section. 

The  ratio  of  insured  unemployment  has,  since  1960,  dropped 
from  24%  to  10.4%  in  1966.   This  matched  the  steady  decline  in 
the  state  and  the  national  unemployment  rate  but  was  still  far 
too  high.   Hopefully,  the  beginning  of  a  promising  trend  saw 
the  Stokes  unemployment  rate  continue  to  drop  in  1967  (9.1%), 
while  the  state  and  national  rate  began  to  rise  again.   This 
seemed  to  be  reinforced  by  a  37D  unemployment  rate  for  the  county 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1968;  not  a  realistic  figure  to  pro- 
ject on  for  the  yearly  rate,  but  at  least  encouraging  in  a  time 
of  the  year  usually  noted  for  its  high  seasonal  unemployment. 
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In  1960,  at  least  (latest  figures  available)  the  percentage 
of  women  in  the  labor  force  (32%)  did  not  vary  a  great  deal  from 
that  of  the  comparison  counties  (3  2%- 3 8%).   The  percentage  of 
working  mothers  and  married  women  was  also  the  same  (20%-25%). 

The  employment  mix  for  the  population  has  probably  remained 
proportionately  the  same  during  that  period. 

Why  the  labor  force  should  drop  at  a  time  when  the  popula- 
tion was  increasing,  and  the  unemployment  rate  as  well  as  the 
estimated  outmigration  were  supposedly  decreasing,  is  a  question 
hard  to  answer.   These  "facts"  are  difficult  to  reconcile,  and 
may  be  a  result  of  statistical  delinquency  on  the  part  of  the 
reporting  agencies.   If  they  are  in  fact  true,  educated  guesses 
as  to  the  reason  might  include  (a)  so  many  in  the  labor  force  in 
1960  were  chronically  unemployable  (witness  the  extremely  high 
24%  unemployed  then),  that  their  unemployment  benefit  period 
simply  ran  out  and  they  were  dropped  from  the  work  force  statis- 
tics; or  (b)  rising  incomes  in  the  county  allowed  some  working 
wives  to  leave  their  jobs;  and/or  (c)  the  Vietnamese  War  siphoned 
off  a  significant  number  of  unemployed  or  un de r- emp 1 oye d  young 
ma  1 e  s  . 


C. 


ECONOMIC  ACTIVITIES 


Stokes  is  still  an  a gr i cu 1 t ura 1 1 y- ba s e d  county,  with  re- 
tailing next  in  importance,  followed  by  industry,  wholesalin; 
and  services.   As  nearly  as  can  be  determined,  the  following 
is  the  situation  in  each  activity.    (Agricultural  activity 
detailed  in  separate  section  of  Land  Potential  Study). 
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Table  4 

Economic  Activities,  Stok 

e  s  County 

i 

1963 
Retail 

1963 
Service 

1963 

Who  le  sa  1  e 

1963 
Industrial 

1964 

Agr  iculture 

Numbe  r  of 
Establ  ish- 
me  n  t  s 

185 

78 

6 

24 

2,716 

Sales  or 
Rece  ipt  s 

$9  ,577  ,000 

$797  ,000 

$1  ,782  ,000 

(w) 

$12  ,051  ,637 

Number  of 
Emp 1 o  ye  e  s 
o  r 
Opera  tor  s 

n/a 

n/a 

34 

1  ,042 

2,716 

Payroll 

$   525,000 

$113  ,000 

$   112,000 

(w) 

.....  ...  ._ 

"1 

(w)  -  withheld  to  avoid  disclosure 
n/a  -  not  available 

Source:   U .  S.  Census  of  Business,  and  Census  of  Manu f a c t u r inj 


RETAILING  ACTIVITY 

Figures  for  1963  show  the  number  of  retailing  establishments 
up  14%  (23)  over  1958  --  at  a  time  when  the  national  number  of 
establishments  was  falling;  but  it  would  seem  that  this  retail 
strength  is  more  apparent  than  real.    In  sales,  food  stores 
accounted  for  the  most,  with  auto  dealers  and  gasoline  services 
second  and  third.   This  weakens  the  above  picture  of  retail 
strength  since  most  commercial  outlets  in  the  county  are  of  the 
grocery  and  gasoline  combination,  and  so  far  there  is  no  compe- 
tition to  speak  of  from  supermarkets.   It  should  also  be  noted 
that  the  three  types  of  retailers  showing  the  highest  sales  in- 
creases are  perhaps  the  ones  most  susceptible  to  the  effects  of 
inflation  on  their  prices. 
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SERVICE-TRADES  ACTIVITY 

The  number  of  establishments  was  up  for  the  service  trades 
(e.g.,  restaurants,  motels,  auto  repair,  etc.)  in  1963,  but  was 
still  expectedly  low.   Within  that  category,  however,  the  number 
of  personal  service  establishments  (such  as  beauty  shops,  barber 
shops,  etc.)  had  risen  443%  (7  to  38)  during  the  period.   This 
figure  more  accurately  reflects  the  national  trend  toward  in- 
creased spending  for  services,  the  natural  tendency  to  want  ser- 
vices closer  to  home,  and  the  rising  income  level  in  the  county. 
The  income  level  of  the  county  is  also  reflected,  negatively,  in 
the  fact  that  receipts  for  the  service  trades  were  up  only  12% 
($711,000  to  $797,000)  --  against  an  inflated  national  rise  of 
3  7%. 


WHOLESALE  ACTIVITY 

Wholesaling  was  reported  down  28%  ($2,474,000  to  $1,782,000) 
from  1950  to  1960  in  sales,  and  one-third  (from  9  to  6)  in  number 
of  establishments.   This  is  not  surprising  nor  very  alarming.  The 
national  trend  is  for  consolidation  of  wholesaling  into  large 
firms  located  just  inside  the  largest  urban  centers  --  in  this 
case  Winston-Salem. 


INDUSTRIAL  ACTIVITY 

Outside  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  production  workers 
more  than  doubled  to  157%  (348  to  895)  between  1958  and  1963, 
against  a  national  rate  of  4.7%,  the  obsolete  and  incomplete 
manufacturing  statistics  tell  us  little  about  Stokes.   Since 
there  was  actually  a  loss  of  one  manufacturer  during  the  re- 
porting period,  we  can  only  assume  that  the  industries  already 
within  the  county  were  doing  well  enough  to  hire  613  new 
wo  rk  e  r  s  . 
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Of  much  more  present  significance,  is  the  fact  that  at 
least  three  new  industries  with  good  growth  potential  have 
located  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  county  during  the 
last  two  years,  including  Carolina  Medical  Electronics  (20 
employees),  Queen  Manufacturing  (71  employees),  and  Inter- 
national Aero  Salvage  (15  employees). 


D.   THE  BASIS  FOR  FUTURE  ECONOMIC  GROWTH 

FUTURE  POPULATION 

Planning  Period  Population  Projection 

Stokes  County's  population  in  the  1960  census  had  reached 
a  level  of  22,314,  and  as  stated,  the  1968  population  has  been 
estimated  at  26,701  (on  the  basis  of  a  field  survey  dwelling 
unit  county,  and  a  slightly  reduced  census  figure  of  3.75  per- 
s on s-pe r-hou seho 1 d ) .   This  indicates  that  during  the  last  eight 
years  the  population  growth  rate  has  equalled  2.46%  per  year; 
probably  as  a  result  of  the  opening  of  US  52  to  Winston-Salem 
in  1962,  and  growth  of  the  Winston-Salem  suburbs  out  toward 
Stokes  . 

A  slightly  reduced  2%  population  growth  rate  during  the 
1968-72  period  can  be  projected  to  raise  the  1972  population 
to  29,371.   This  considers  that  the  growth  rate  during  the 
first  five  years  of  the  planning  period  will  drop  back,  and 
then  begin  to  increase  again  as  projected  economic  activity 
increases. 
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Between  1973  and  1977,  the  inmigration  of  industry  and 
homeowners  should  begin  to  hit  its  peak.   A  2.5%  growth  rate 
during  this  period  would  result  in  a  1977  population  of  33,071 

During  the  next  five-year  period  of  1978-82,  the  growth 
rate  should  increase  even  more  to  2.15%    as  industrial  activity 
and  homebuilding  peak,  and  as  recreation  and  tourism  begin  to 
fully  develop.   This  should  increase  the  1982  population  to  a 
level  of  37  ,586. 

Recreation  and  tourism  activities  will  probably  continue 
to  increase  during  the  last  five  years  of  the  planning  period, 
but  will  not  add  significantly  to  the  permanent  resident  popu- 
lation.  The  homebuilding  boom  should  be  past  its  peak,  and 
industry  in  the  county  will  presumably  be  expanding  but  not 
moving  in.   On  the  basis  of  these  economic  trend  projections, 
the  return  to  a  2%  growth  rate  could  be  conservatively  pre- 
dicted, resulting  in  a  1988  population  of  41,346  persons  in 
S  t  oke  s  County . 


Anticipated  Need  for  New  Jobs 

The  need  for  new  jobs  is  a  relative  thing  in  a  rural 
county  (as  opposed  to  a  growing  urban  area).   In  a  central 
city  ghetto,  jobs  are  simply  needed  or  people  starve  or  go 
on  Welfare.   In  Stokes  County  people  have  been  able  to  choose 
the  alternative  of  going  out  of  the  county  to  jobs  because 
they  own  cars.   At  the  same  time,  much  of  Stokes1  growth 
potential  comes  from  those  who  will  move  in  to  use  it  as  a 
"bedroom  community."   This  is  part  of  its  role  in  an  urban- 
centered  region. 
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Obviously,  however,  there  is  a  need  for  new  jobs  in  a  geo- 
graphical area  with  a  mean  family  income  only  slightly  above 
poverty  level,  and  an  unemployment  rate  three  times  the  national- 
state  a ve  ra  ge  . 

Under  the  circumstances  then,  no  numerical  estimate  of  new 
jobs  during  the  planning  period  is  going  to  be  very  accurate; 
however,  if,  to  the  "normal"  number  of  persons  entering  the 
labor  force  during  the  planning  period,  one  adds  5  0 %    of  the 
number  now  commuting  out  of  the  county  to  jobs,  an  educated 
guess  as  to  the  number  of  veterans  returning  from  duty  in  Viet- 
nam,  an  employable  estimate  of  the  present  unemployed,  and  an 
estimate  of  those  released  by  the  steady  rate  of  agricultural 
decline,  then  as  a  very  rough  estimate  the  county  could  probably 
absorb  5,000  new  jobs  during  the  length  of  the  planning  period 
(  1968-1988) . 


THE  FUTURE  LABOR  FORCE 

The  labor  force  in  Stokes  County  should  increase,  especially 
if  there  are  opportunities  to  hold  young  people  in  the  county. 
Put  another  way,  the  supply  of  labor  for  economic  expansion  should 
be  adequate  and  of  satisfactory  training,  to  judge  from  the  number 
of  outcommuters  who  would  (according  to  informal  interviews)  rather 
work  close  to  home.  This,  in  all  probability,  would  be  made  even 
better  if  more  low-income  and  modera te- income  housing  were  avail- 
able. 

Outcommuting  itself  will  continue  and  will  not  be  overcome 

even  by  a  surplus  of  job  opportunities  in  the  county.   This  is 

because  of  the  influence  of  the  Winston-Salem  urban  center,  and 

the  county's  residential  role  in  it. 
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The  high  percentage  of  employment  in  agriculture  is  bound 
to  change  --  regardless  of  how  agriculture  fares  as  an  economic 
activity.   It  will  predominate,  perhaps,  throughout  the  plan- 
ning period,  but  it  will  also  show  a  steady  decline  in  numbers. 
This  would  seem  to  be  an  irreversible  national  trend,  and  as 
elderly  farmers  in  the  county  die,  more  farms  will  be  abandoned 
and  more  young  people  leave.   Even  if  more  modern  agricultural 
methods  take  hold,  they  are  so  automated  that  they  require  far 
less  people  than  even  the  small  family  farm. 

According  to  the  North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Com- 
mission, the  number  of  high  school  graduates  entering  the  labor 
market  averaged  about  70%  of  those  finishing  high  school  between 
1961-64.   Then,  by  1965-66,  the  rate  had  dropped  to  50%.  This 
should  remain  about  the  same,  as  the  number  continuing  their 
education  increases  along  with  the  population,  although  an  end 
to  the  Vietnamese  War  draft  may  for  a  short  time  increase  the 
percentage  again.   At  the  same  time,  according  to  minimum  popu- 
lation projections,  about  5,344  persons  should  reach  marriage- 
able age  during  the  planning  period. 

Since  the  per  cent  of  those  completing  high  school  will 
increase  during  the  planning  period,  the  current  50%  entrants 
to  the  labor  market  from  high  school  would  seem  to  be  a  likely 
figure  to  work  with:  this  computed  to  an  estimate  of  at  least 
2.,  670  entering  the  labor  market  during  the  planning  period. 

As  to  the  occupational  potential  of  the  unemployed  and 
underemployed,  the  Employment  Security  Commission  seems  to  set 
the  retrainable  number  at  about  10%  of  the  employables  in  the 
county.    This  may  be  too  conservative,  but  weighing  against 
retraining  of  the  underemployed  and  unemployed  --  at  least  on 
paper  --  is  the  low  level  of  educational  attainment  within  the 
county.   This  is  especially  true  at  a  time  when  the  requirements 
for  technological  skill  is  rising  with  most  employers. 


20 


E.   LIKELY  FUTURE  ECONOMIC  GROWTH  TRENDS 

By  way  of  introduction,  it  should  be  stated  that  in  pro- 
jecting economic  growth,  certain  assumptions  have  to  be  made. 
In  the  case  of  Stokes  County,  we  have  assumed  that:  (1)  present 
trends  within  the  county  will  continue;  (2)  advantage  will  be 
taken  of  the  county's  opportunities  and  resources;  (3)  that  the 
national  trends  which  so  influence  those  opportunities  will 
continue  in  the  same  direction. 

As  was  stated  by  John  Grey  Associates  in  their  recent 
Comprehensive  Water  and  Sewer  Study,  the  southern  half  of 
Stokes  County  probably  has  the  most  growth  potential  because 
of  favorable  topography,  proximity  to  the  Winston-Salem  urban 
center,  access  (US  52,  8  and  311,  plus  the  railroads  and  Smith 
Reynolds  Airport  in  Winston-Salem),  the  new  Walnut  Cove  sewer 
system,  the  new  King  water  system,  and  efforts  to  gain  indus- 
try by  both  towns.   We  might  add  to  this  as  factors,  the 
establishment  of  the  new  Pilot  Mountain  Park  just  across  the 
border  from  the  southwestern  section,  in  Surry  County,  Stone 
Mountain  Park  in  Wilkes  County,  and  the  New  River  Reservoir 
Project  in  Ashe  and  Allegheny  Counties. 

This  does  not,  however,  mean  that  the  growth  potential  of 
the  northern  part  of  Stokes  County  should  be  underestimated. 
That  area  has  factors  to  its  credit  including  the  unspoiled 
character  of  the  landscape;  its  present  energetic  development 
efforts;  a  partially  trained  labor  force  now  commuting  to  jobs 
in  Rockingham  County;  recreation,  tourism,  and  special  housing 
opportunities.   (See  Land  Development  Plan.) 

There  seems  to  be  no  lack  of  availability  of  financing 
for  new  and  expanding  economic  activities  in  the  county.   So 
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far  the  Northwestern  Bank  has  taken  an  unusually  high  interest 
in  economic  expansion;  and  in  addition,  the  county's  King  and 
Foothills  private  development  corporations  have  begun  to  func- 
tion comparatively  well.   There  are  also  other  sources  that 
can  be  tapped,  such  as  Business  Development  Corporation,  and 
the  Community  Development  Corps.   The  Northwest  Economic  Devel- 
opment Commission  has  so  far  rendered  extensive  service  by 
coordination  of  development  efforts. 

Within  the  individual  categories  of  economic  activity,  it 
is  felt  that  these  will  be  the  dominant  growth  trends: 


Agr  iculture.   Agricultural  activity  will  remain  dominant  for 
many  years  --  possibly  throughout  the  length  of  the 
planning  period.   However,  marginal  farms  are  becoming 
ever  less  profitable  and  being  abandoned,  while  at  the 
same  time  mechanized  farming  and  modern  animal  husbandry 
methods  have  not  yet  taken  hold.   Since  the  topography 
of  the  county  does  not  lend  itself  particularly  well  to 
mechanized  farming,  the  only  foreseeable  reversal  of  the 
trend  would  be  a  large  scale  increase  in  moder n- t e chn i que 
livestock  raising. 

Reta  il ing.   The  retailing  trend  in  Stokes  is  a  complex  one 

for  analysis.   Retailing  will  probably  continue  to  grow, 
both  in  sales  (and  to  a  lesser  degree  the  number  of 
establishments)  as  the  nation's  economy  grows.   At  the 
same  time,  the  number  of  "Mom  and  Pop"  food  stores  can- 
not profitably  grow  much  more,  even  though  few  will 
probably  close  permanently  because  of  their  appeal  to 
local  residents.   This  would  indicate  that  the  number 
of  retail  failures  could  go  up  without  significantly 
affecting  the  number  of  establishments. 

The  retail  growth  trend  in  general  should  progress  in 
something  like  this  manner: 

1.  Retail  sales  and  outlets  should  increase  slowly 
as  new  homeowners  come  into  the  county. 

2.  Tourism  and  recreation  should  also  ten  to  increase 
retail  activity,  but  this  will  in  all  likelihood 
be  seasonal  in  character. 
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3. 


4, 


Neighborhood  shopping  centers  will  open  in  areas 
previously  serviced  by  combination  gas  stations 
a nd  groceries . 


5. 


This  projection  depends  heavily  on  the  degree  of 
accessibility  that  is  attained.   If  no  road 
improvements  are  made  within  the  county,  then  it 
seems  unlikely  that  there  would  be  a  significant 
increase  in  retail  activity  except  in  the  southwest 
and  southeast  portions. 


Service  Trades.   Service  activity  should  continue  to  grow 
along  with  the  national  trend,  limited  only  by  income 
level  of  the  county.   As  residents  move  into  the  county 
(permanently  or  as  vacationers)  service  income  should, 
naturally,  increase  even  faster.   Of  course,  this 
implies  the  same  crucial  nature  of  the  accessibility 
factor  as  was  indicated  for  retail  activity. 


It  should  be  noted  in  connection  with  service  activity 
trends,  that  the  new  Pilot  Mountain  Park  and  the  visibly 
increased  traffic  on  US  5  2  offer  opportunities  for 

motels  or  other  highway- 
compatible  development 


luireaheu  traiiic  ou  uo  ,;^  o  i  i.  e  r 
establishment  of  one  or  more  mot< 
oriented  facilities.   Here  again 
trends  must  be  maintained. 


Who le  sa 1 ing .   The  trend  in  wholesaling  will  be  a  continued 
decline,  and,  with  the  exception  of  building  supplies, 
may  disappear  from  the  county's  roster  of  economic 
activities  before  the  end  of  the  planning  period.   The 
only  thing  to  reverse  the  trend  would  be  the  possible 
location  of  some  large  mechanized  wholesaling  activity 
within  the  county  as  a  result  of  the  growth  of  the 
W ins t on  - Sa 1  em  urban  area  out  to  Stokes. 
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Indus  trial.   There  is  every  reason  to  believe  t'hat  future  pros- 
pects for  industrial  growth  are  favorable  now  and  will 
become  even  more  favorable  when  better  access,  education 
and  public  facilities  are  provided.   An  available  labor 
force  exists  now  in  the  southern  and  northeastern  sections 
of  the  county  and  the  Employment  Security  Commission 
indicates  an  "ample  supply"  of  workers  living  within  a 
15-25  mile  commuting  radius  of  the  county  center  --  Danbury 
This  takes  into  consideration  the  labor  force  not  only  of 
the  surrounding  counties  and  the  northern  portion  of  the 
urban  center,  but  also  of  the  bordering  southern  portion 
of  Virginia. 

Thus,  it  even  more  behooves  Stokes  County  to  make  an 
attractive  place  for  decentralizing  industry  to  locate, 
regardless  of  the  labor  force  actually  resident  inside 
the  county  boundaries.   This  translates  to  better  pros- 
pects for  growth  as  access  is  improved  to  the  southeast 
and  central  portions,  and  as  public  facilities  such  as 
water  and  sewer  are  extended. 

Few,  if  any,  available  industrial  buildings  exist  in 
Stokes,  and  there  is  no  unified  list  of  available  sites 
for  industry.   However,  there  seems  to  be  a  number  of 
"adequate"  sites  according  to  the  Division  of  Commerce 
and  Industry  (Department  of  Conservation  and  Development) 
and  the  Northwest  Economic  Development  Commission  (see 
Land  Development  Plan).   In  one  of  the  more  recent 
efforts  to  attract  a  sizable  industry,  the  fledgling 
Foothills  Development  Corporation  was  able  to  take  option 
on  15  different  sites  for  consideration  by  the  prospect. 


New  Opportunity  Areas .   If  the  opportunities  of  the  future  are 
taken  advantage  of,  and  an  effort  made  to  implement  plans 
for  them,  comparatively  large  development  should  take 
place  in:  recreation,  tourism,  construction,  professional 
services,  and  education. 
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F. 


CONCLUSION 


There  is  no  doubt  that  Stokes  will  grow;  the  questions 
are,  How  and  By  How  Much? 

The  natural  trend  of  urbanization  pushing  into  the 
county  can  be  cut  short  long  before  it  reaches  its  full 
potential  if  the  development  is  haphazard  and  public  facil- 
ities are  not  provided  to  support  the  new  population  and 
economic  activity.   Extensive  research  (by  the  Syracuse 
University  Metropolitan  Finance  Center)  has  shown  that  the 
greatest  single  factor  in  the  attraction  of  industry  (after 
the  industry  has  chosen  to  locate  in  a  geographical  region 
and  given  equal  community  services  such  as  water,  sewer, 
etc.)  is  education. 

The  central  and  northern  portions  of  the  county  will 
remain  isolated  and  underdeveloped  unless  better  access  is 
provided  and  unless  their  unique  character  is  translated 
into  development. 

It  should  be  apparent  that  not  only  is  Stokes  County 
not  an  isolated  entity  in  itself,  but  that  the  role  it  has  to 
play  as  part  of  a  metropolitan  region,  in  a  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  nation,  will  ultimately  decide  the  future  for 
it.   This  role  must  be  actively  understood  and  allowed  to 
influence  decisions  of  the  future. 

Nearly  all  of  what  will  eventually  be  accomplished  in 
the  planning  and  development  of  Stokes  County  will  be  done 
by  the  efforts  and  leadership  of  its  own  people.   The  county 
must  therefore  be  constantly  ready  to  take  advantage  of  new 
growth  opportunities  and  ideas. 
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G. 


GOALS  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


Growth  must  be  guided  intelligently.   In  the  most  rapidly 
developing  areas  zoning  should  be  adopted.   Throughout 
the  county,  subdivision  regulations  should  be  adopted  and 
enforced. 

In  order  to  provide  for  its  present  residents  and  to 
realize  its  full  growth  potential,  new  and  diversified 
industry  and  commercial  enterprises  must  be  attracted  to 
provide  jobs  and  to  finance  public  improvements  in  the 
county.   This  must  be  done  by  using  all  the  resources 
provided  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  Northwest 
Economic  Development  Commission,  as  well  as  the  full 
coordinated  energies  of  the  county's  private  development 
corporations . 

Improvement  of  education  in  the  county  must  become  a 
primary  goal.   Movement  in  this  direction  has  already 
taken  place,  and  it  is  the  county's  responsibility  not 
to  let  efforts  lapse  at  the  elementary  and  secondary 
levels  through  temporary  financial  difficulties. 

Improvement  of  the  county's  pattern  of  access  and  circu- 
lation must  become  an  actively  sought  after  goal.  Toward 
this  end,  the  adoption  and  implementation  of  a  thorough- 
fare plan  must  become  an  initial  county  objective. 

rd  community  eco- 
of  improved  commu- 
rporations,  must  be 
he  county  itself.  A 
d  against  the 
esult  of  temporary 
ly  large  successes), 

with  interested 
de  the  coordination 
tions,  and  the  active 
elopment-related 
rical  Society. 

In  addition  to  the  orderly  and  staged  provision  of 
physical  public  improvements  and  community  facilities, 
it  should  be  a  goal  to  realize  the  fullest  possible 
development  of  Stokes'  human  resources  as  well.   Initial 
objectives  could  include  the  designation  of  areas  such 
as  public  housing,  social  services,  environmental  pollu- 
tion control,  community  beau t i f i ca t ion  ,  etc.,  as  fields 
of  action  during  the  implementation  phase  of  planning 
activities. 


Encouragement  of 

citizen  efforts  towa 

nomic  development 
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The  understanding  of  planning  by  the  citizens  of  Stokes 
County  must  be  actively  fostered  by  the  county  itself 
so  that  there  will  be  formed  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
a  desire  for  the  orderly,  harmonious  development  of  those 
areas  uniquely  suited,  by  their  present  unspoiled  char- 
acter, to  the  opportunities  of  the  future. 

The  county  should  become  increasingly  active  on  the 
regional  planning  level,  so  that  future  benefits  can 
be  realized  from  cooperation  with  neighboring  govern- 
mental units  and  from  the  opportunities  of  planned 
regional  development. 
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LAND  POTENTIAL  STUDY 


II.   LAND  POTENTIAL  STUDY 

The  general  emphasis  in  this  study  will  be  on  existing 
factors  in  Stokes  County's  development,  while  the  Land  Develop 
me  n  t  Plan  will  be  concerned  mainly  with  recommendations  for 
future  development. 


H.   NATURAL  FEATURES 


TOPOGRAPHY  AND  DRAINAGE 

The  most  salient  feature  of  Stokes  County  topography  is 
the  Sauratown  Mountain  Range,  named  for  the  Indian  tribe  orig- 
inally occupying  the  territory.    Eleven  miles  in  total  length, 
and  ranging  from  one  to  three  miles  in  width,  it  rises  to  a 
maximum  elevation  of  2600  feet,  and  occupies  the  west  central 
portion  of  the  county. 

As  a  result  of  this  blocking  position,  the  Sauratowns 
have  tended  to  split  the  life  and  economy  of  the  county,  and 
at  times  even  threatened  to  split  it  politically.   North-south 
transportation  routes  to  and  from  the  Piedmont  Crescent  have 
bypassed  all  but  the  southeast  and  southwest  corners  of  Stokes. 
Development  has  followed  these  transportation  lines  of  activity, 
leaving  the  northern  portion  of  the  county  underdeveloped  and 
under serv ice d  (with  regard  to  future  development  capability). 

At  the  same  time,  the  Sauratown  Range,  its  streams,  and 
its  forest  cover  do  supply  an  important  element  in  the  future 
recreation  development  potential,  just  as  it  has  in  the  past 
when  Stokes  was  known  for  its  resort  springs  hotels. 


29 


For  the  remainder  of  the  county,  hilly  terrain  is  common 
to  all  but  the  southeastern  and  southwestern  areas.   Steep 
lands  occur  in  many  places  near  the  Dan  River  and  near  most 
creeks  in  the  central  and  southern  sections.   There  are  rather 
wide,  smooth  ridge  areas  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county 
near  Francisco,  Oak  Ridge,  Sandy  Ridge,  and  on  an  interstream 
d iv ide ex te nd ing  southeastward  from  Sandy  Ridge  to  the  Rocking- 
ham County  line.   Other  areas  of  smooth  relief  are  in  the 
northwestern  quadrant  to  the  north  and  south  of  NC  268,  extend- 
ing westward  almost  to  the  Surry  County  line;  around  Meadow; 
and  to  the  south  and  southeast  of  Walnut  Cove.   A  more  gently 
rolling  relief  is  developed  in  Yadkin  Township,  and  extends  in 
a  pattern  of  broad  ridges  south  across  the  Forsyth  County  line. 

The  Dan  River  flows  diagonally  across  Stokes  County  from 
the  northwest,  and  more  than  80%  of  the  county's  drainage  water 
joins  in.   About  45  square  miles  in  the  southwestern  quadrant 
are  drained  by  the  Little  Yadkin  River  and  its  tributaries. 
Another  area  of  approximately  45  square  miles  in  the  northeast- 
ern corner  drains  northward  into  Virginia  and  eastward  into 
Rockingham  County.   The  North  Carolina  Department  of  Water  and 
Air  Resources  describes  the  drainage  system  as  "intricate", 
with  creeks,  branches,  and  intermittent  drainageways  ramifying 
into  all  parts  of  the  watersheds,  providing  ample  drainage 
nearly  everywhere.   Each  farm  is  located  on  at  least  one  drain- 
age outlet,  and  the  pattern  is  so  complete  that  there  are  very 
few  natural  ponds  or  lakes  in  the  county.   The  streams  are  swift 
flowing,  and  in  the  past  have  been  used  to  power  roller  grist 
mills  and  sawmills.   Many  opportunities  exist  for  construction 
of  artificial  recreation  lakes. 

The  lowest  topographic  elevations  occur  in  the  Town  Fork 
Creek  and  Dan  River  Valleys,  toward  the  southeastern  corner  of 
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the  county.   The  600-feet  above  sea  level  elevation  in  these 
low  places  forms  the  bottom  of  the  county's  total  2,000  foot 
variation  in  topographic  elevation  (the  maximum  being  2600  feet 
in  the  Sauratown  Mountains).   Small  areas  of  swamp  occur  through 
out  the  county,  but  it  is  in  these  low  valleys  that  there  has 
been  the  greatest  chance  for  flooding  in  the  past. 


CLIMATIC  DATA 

Weather  in  Stokes  County,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
the  mountains  themselves,  is  generally  similar  to  that  of  the 
Winston-Salem  area.   The  State  C 1 ima t o 1 og i s t  for  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Services  Administration  reports:    "Our  only 
records  of  weather  in  Stokes  are  of  short  duration.   They  seem 
to  indicate  a  similar  maximum  temperature  at  Danbury  as  that  at 
Winston-Salem,  but  a  considerably  lower  (6  to  8  degrees)  minimum 
at  Danbury.   This  is  likely  due  to  a  combination  of  circum- 
stances; more  rural  location  and  cold  air  drainage  into  Danbury 
from  higher  elevations  to  the  north.  In  adapting  W ins  ton- S a  1  em 
figures  for  Stokes  in  general,  we  would  suggest  lowering  mini- 
mum temperatures  by  five  degrees.   Rainfall,  although  it  varies 
greatly  in  individual  occurrences,  should  average  out  reason- 
ably closely  in  the  two  counties." 

Stokes'  winters  are  normally  short,  lasting  December 
through  March  as  a  rule,  but  not  necessarily  mild.   Temperatures 
rise  into  the  40 ' s  or  50's  during  the  day,  but  drop  sharply  at 
night  to  below  freezing  on  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  winter 
dates,  according  to  ESA.   The  monthly  mean  temperature  ranges 
between  35-45°F  during  December,  January  and  February.   Snow- 
fall has  averaged  about  nine  inches  per  year  from  1929  to  1964, 
but  has  ranged  from  less  than  one  inch  total  in  seven  of  those 
years  to  a  seasonal  record  total  of  33  inches  in  1959  to  1960. 
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Summer  rainfall  generally  comes  in  the  form  of  thunder- 
showers,  and  it  is  the  degree  of  t hun de r s hower  activity  that 
determines  the  summer  temperature  highs.   During  June,  July 
and  August,  monthly  mean  temperatures  are  approximately  75°F, 
with  extreme  highs  of  95°  and  lows  of  about  50°.   Year  around 
the  temperature  is  sufficiently  mild  for  growing  of  cover  crops 
and  some  vegetables. 

Rainfall  is  well  distribuced  throughout  the  year,  and  is 
ample  for  the  crops  grown.   The  mean  annual  rainfall  is  46.69 
inches,  the  heaviest  rainfall  occurring  in  the  Spring  and 
Summer  and  the  lightest  in  the  Fall.   The  comparatively  dry 
months  are  favorable  to  the  harvesting  of  crops. 

Prevailing  winds  are  from  the  northwest  and  west. 

Climate  can  be  a  definite  development  potential  asset, 
and  both  the  northern  and  southern  portion  of  the  county  would 
seem  to  be  attractive  for  the  site  of  retirement  communities. 
Stokes'  climate  plays  two  roles  in  this:  (1),  the  short,  less 
severe  winter  --  but  still  definitely  winter  --  is  gradually 
becoming  more  attractive  to  a  significant  number  of  retiring 
couples  from  the  colder  regions  of  the  nation;  (2)  while  this 
mild  winter  situation  is  common  to  most  of  North  Carolina, 
including  the  western  mountains,  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  to 
the  north  protect  Stokes  County  to  produce  an  even  milder 
and  more  acceptable  situation. 
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I. 


NATURAL  RESOURCES 


Discussion  of  Stokes'  primary  resource,  its  people,  has 
already  taken  place  in  the  Economic  Potential  Study.   In  that 
report  some  very  general  suggestions  were  made  for  development 
of  the  county's  people,  and  more  detailed  recommendations  will 
be  made  in  the  Land  Development  Plan  ,  the  Community  Facilities 
Study,  and  the  Improvements  Program.   This  Land  Potential 
Study  will  examine  the  other  natural  resources  of  Stokes,  in- 
cluding open  space,  mineral  resources,  soil,  water  and  air. 


OPEN  SPACE 

As  North  Carolina  becomes  more  urbanized,  open  space  be- 
comes a  precious  natural  resource.   Too  much  open  space  is 
sometimes  the  sign  of  lack  of  development  (i.e.,  unless  income 
is  being  derived  from  it).   On  the  other  hand,  open  space  is 
also  an  asset  for  future  development  if  it  is  both  protected 
and  utilized  properly. 

Stokes  is  no  different  from  most  rural  counties  of  the 
Piedmont  in  having  a  proportionately  large  amount  of  open 
space.   There  are  characteristics  of  Stokes'  open  space  situ- 
ation, however,  that  lend  it  more  potential  for  future  develop 
ment  than  some  of  the  other  counties  may  possess.   This  uniq- 
ness  is  a  combination  of  factors,  including: 


The  characteristics  of  the  county's  topography 
combined  with  its  forest  cover  in  the  central 
and  northern  portions; 

Its  geographical  location  in  an  urbanizing  region 
needing  both  recreation  and  expansion  room;  and 
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The  variety  of  its  presently  underdeveloped  land 
making  it  suitable  for  residential,  industrial, 
agricultural,  recreational  and  tourism  uses  in 
various  locations. 


The  most  important  single  characteristic  of  its  open  space 
is  that  "it  has  trees".   Its  forests  have  their  good  and  bad 
points,  but  the  county  has  by  no  means  been  largely  cleared  for 
agricultural  use.   About  60%  of  the  total  land  area  remains 
woodland.   An  estimated  179,000  acres  of  commercial  forest 
exist,  with  a  productive  reserve  of  about  4,000  acres.   Almost 
two-thirds  of  the  timber  is  hardwood. 

The  economic  feasibility  of  future  growth  for  timber  is 
somewhat  in  question  because  of  rising  land  prices,  but  this 
is  partially  offset  by  the  demand  for  hardwoods  by  the  North 
Carolina  furniture  industry  and  the  growth  potential  of  the 
Christmas  tree  industry  in  this  state.   More  reforestation  has 
taken  place  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  county  than  in  the 
north  (primarily  as  a  result  of  the  watershed  projects)  (see 
Soils  Section).   Since  1960  one-million  trees  have  been  planted 
in  watersheds.   The  need  for  reforestation  is  one  of  the  rea- 
sons why  a  watershed  project  is  needed  in  northern  Stokes. 

A  fire  tower  is  maintained  and  staffed  almost  year-round 
on  Sauratown  Mountain.   So  far  there  have  been  no  serious 
fires  to  damage  the  forest  resources. 

Wildlife  protection  in  Stokes  County  is  most  stringent 
for  the  deer  population  and  the  trout  streams  in  the  northwest 
quadrant.   The  deer  population  is  now  high,  and  the  numbers  of 
squirrel  and  rabbit  are  showing  marked  improvements.   Some 
raccoons  and  oppossums  can  be  found  throughout  the  county,  and 
in  the  more  isolated  sections  a  few  bears  are  still  seen. 
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The  character  of  the  land  and  the  tourism  potential  would 
seem  to  suggest  development  of  both  wildlife  preserve  and  hunt- 
ing preserves  as  feasible  land  uses  for  the  northern  and  central 
portions  of  the  county. 


MINERAL  RESOURCES 

At  one  time,  iron  ore  was  the  most  important  mineral  re- 
source of  Stokes  County.   However,  open  pit  mining  in  the  mid- 
west areas  of  the  nation  ended  iron's  economic  important  in 
Stokes  —  even  though  there  is  still  a  large  quantity  of  high 
grade  ore  in  the  county  according  to  the  Division  of  Mineral 
Resources,  North  Carolina  Department  of  Conservation  and 
Development.   Costs  of  underground  mining  just  cannot  compete 
with  the  more  economic  open  pits. 


At  present  the  following  mineral  materials  are  being 


mined 


Sand  —  State  Highway  Department;  mostly  Dan  River 
bottom  and  banks. 

Gravel  and  Crushed  Stone  --  private  producers. 

Clay  --  Pine  Hall  Brick  and  Pipe  Co.,  Inc.;  southeast 
qua  dran t . 

Building  Stone  --  Va den's  Quarry,  Danbury. 

I ta  co 1 umn  i  t e  ,  or  flexible  sand  stone,  has  been  quarried 
intermittently  on  a  small  scale  near  Gap,  and  sold  as 
mineral  collectors'  specimens.   Thin,  long  pieces  of 
the  stone  are  easily  flexed  by  hand  (probably  due  to  its 
micaceous  cement)  making  it  an  oddity  of  scientific  and 
non- s c ien t i f ic  interest. 
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Mineral  products  production  will  never  be  a  major  item  of 
the  county's  economy,  but  some  future  development  potential  does 
lie  in  the  mineral  resources  area. 

The  building  stone  (mostly  blue-gray  but  also  some  distinc- 
tive light  pink  and  red)  now  being  taken  from  Vaden's  Quarry  is 
reported  to  be  of  high  quality  and  extensive  quantity  at  this 
site.   This  report,  by  the  firm  that  has  leased  the  quarry,  to- 
gether with  the  similarity  of  samples  picked  up  around  the  base 
of  the  Sauratown  range  to  the  mined  products  at  Vaden's,  raises 
the  distinct  possibility  of  other  economically  valuable  deposits 
in  the  area. 

The  Soil  Science  Department  of  North  Carolina  State  Univer- 
sity estimates  an  annual  need  for  2.7  million  tons   of  agricul- 
tural lime  each  year  to  neutralize  acid  soil  conditions  in  the 
state.   Liming  is  necessary  for  the  production  of  tobacco,  cot- 
ton, and  soy  beans  with  the  importance  of  this  being  stressed 
recently  by  agricultural  authorities  in  an  intensive  publicity 
campaign.   At  present,  lime  must  be  brought  in  from  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  at  a  cost  to  North  Carolina  farmers  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $12  per  ton.   Since  much  of  this  involves  shipping 
charges,  local  sources  of  lime  reduce  the  cost  to  the  farmer  by 
as  much  as  50%.   Since  lime  stone  was  once  mined  in  northern 
Stokes  in  conjunction  with  the  several  Nineteenth  Century  iron 
foundries,  the  possibility  of  commercially  valuable  deposits  in 
the  county  should  be  investigated  carefully. 

In  terms  of  overall  land  potential,  the  extraction  of  min- 
eral resources  from  any  area  has  its  inherent  dangers  as  well 
as  benefits.   With  existing  mineral  extraction  operations,  care 
should  be  taken  to  avoid  soil  erosion  at  worked-out  sites,  and 
the  excessive  run-off  of  waste  materials  that  could  pollute  or 
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clog  streams  and  the  watertable.   In  the  future,   care  should 
be  taken  to  avoid  surface  stripping  of  large  areas  with  recrea- 
tion potential  (especially  in  the  Sauratown  foothills)  if  more 
extensive  building  stone  deposits  are  discovered. 


SOILS 

The  comprehensive  water  and  sewerage  report  completed  by 
John  C.  Grey  Associates  last  year  makes  these  general  observa- 
tions concerning  soil  types  which  concur  with  the  U.S.  Soil 
Conservation  Service  Survey  completed  in  1959  (Table  5  and 
Map  3): 


1.  About  8  0 %  of  the  soils  in  Stokes  County  fall  into  cate- 
gories which  would  be  permeable  and  which  would  drain 
well.   Assuming  that  the  area  being  developed  had  lots 
of  adequate  size,  septic  tank  construction  should  be 
satisfactory. 

2.  The  soils  that  would  not  be  particularly  suitable  for 
septic  tanks  and  tile  fields,  such  as  the  heavy  clay 
loams,  occur  primarily  in  the  stream  bottoms  which 
would  not  normally  be  used  for  this  type  of  construction 

3.  With  the  exception  of  the  clay  loams  in  the  river 
bottoms,  the  ability  of  the  soils  shown  to  support 
engineering  structures  such  as  water  plant  construction 
and  overhead  tanks,  would  vary  from  good  to  excellent. 
The  soils  in  the  stream  bottoms  would  be  adequate  for 
lighter  construction  such  as  sewage  lagoons. 

4.  The  presence  of  rock  would  very  materially  affect  the 
cost  of  any  engineering  construction.  In  Stokes  County 
rock  would  vary  from  exposed  outcropping  near  the  center 
of  the  county  to  depths  in  the  magnitude  of  33  to  35 
feet  in  the  southern  portion.   Normally,  there  exists 
about  30  to  40  inches  of  clay  subsoil  over  sandstone 

or  other  rock  formations. 

5.  In  most  areas  the  water  table  is  well  below  septic 
tank  and  tile  fields  depths. 
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VIRGIN 


GENERALIZED 

SOILS     MAP 


GUILFORD 
COUNTY 


LEGEND 
Pin   PACOLET-WILKES  ASSOCIATION 

|  MAYODAN-WADESBORO-GRANVILLE  ASSOCIATION 
l~3~|  PACOLET-CECIL-APPLING  ASSOCIATION 
1  HARTSELLS-PACOLET  ASSOCIATION 
H  MAYODAN-BUCKS-PENN  ASSOCIATION^ 
l~6~1  MADISON-PACOLET  ASSOCIATION 
m  LLOYD-CECIL  ASSOCIATION 
I  STONY  LAND 

CHEWACLA-CONGAREE  ASSOCIATION 


\j  The  Bucks  and  Penn  series  used  in  this  association  are  confined 
to  cooler  climates;  similar  series  for  such  soils  will  be  developed 
at  a  later  date. 


MILES 
Approximate  Sea 


STOKES    COUNTY 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

U      S      DEPARTMENT    OF    AGRICULTURE 

SOIL   CONSERVATION    SERVICE 

RALEI6H     NORTH   CAROLINA 


This  General  Soil  Map  is  suitable  for  broad  planning  purposes 
only.  For  more  detailed  planning  on  individual  tracts  of  land, 
a  detailed  soil  survey  is  needed. 


MAP-3 


The  Soil  Conservation  Agent,  commenting  further  about 
general  soil  conditions,  cautions  that  while  permeability  is 
generally  good  for  septic  tanks  throughout  the  county,  there 
are  enough  small,  scattered  pockets  of  soil  not  suited  for 
this  purposes  to  be  troublesome.   Any  perspective  builder 
should  run  a  soil  check  before  locating  a  structure  or  septic 
tank  . 

For  agricultural  use,  the  soils  have  proved  adequate 
except  where  rock  outcrops  or  is  too  close  to  the  surface,  as 
mentioned.   Not  to  be  minimized,  these  conditions  occur  in 
the  central  and  nor th- cent ra 1  sections. 

With  regard  to  soil  conservation,  there  are  at  present 
two  watershed  projects  active  in  Stokes  County:   The  Little 
Yadkin  Project  in  the  west-central  and  southwest  portion  of 
the  county,  and  the  Town  Fork  Creek  Project  in  the  south- 
central  and  southeastern  sections.   Between  these  two  projects 
work  is  now  underway  for  soil  conservation  in  two- thirds  of 
the  county's  watershed  area  where  such  conservation  is  consid- 
ered feasible.   Three  dams  will  be  completed  under  the  Little 
Yadkin  Project,  with  a  high  emphasis  being  placed  on  erosion 
prevention  grading  and  planting.   In  the  Town  Fork  Creek  Pro- 
ject, seven  small  dams  are  scheduled  for  Stokes  County,  of 
which  three  already  have  been  constructed. 

Road  bank  erosion  has  been  greatly  reduced  by  plantings 
in  the  last  few  years,  but  undercutting  is  beginning  to  take 
place  on  banks  throughout  the  county  and  more  backgrading  is 
needed.   It  would  seem  that  the  Highway  Commission  has  now 
begun  to  backgrade  as  a  matter  of  policy  on  new  or  improved 
roads,  at  least  through  rougher  terrain. 
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The  Watershed  Forester  has  indicated  that  reforestation 
of  unused  agricultural  land  would  help  soil  conservation.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  he  is  interested  in  seeing  a  third 
watershed  project  started  in  northern  Stokes  County  along  the 
Dan  River  and  its  tributaries. 


WATER  RESOURCES 

Water  resource  inventories  and  supply  recommendations 
are  presented  in  detail  by  the  recently  completed  Compre  hens  i ve 
Water  and  Sewerage  Planning  Report.   This  study  will  not  try  to 
duplicate  the  work  already  available  for  examination  in  the 
Grey  Report,  but  in  general    summary  it  shows: 


1.    A  much  more  than  adequate  supply  of  ground  water  and 


2. 


foreseeable  future. 


In  order  to  insure  future  growth  capacity,  the  Grey 
Report  concludes,  the  county  should  plan  toward  utilization 
of  surface  water  supplies.   Increased  population  inevitably 
leads  to  increased  pollution  of  ground  water  supplies,  and 
increased  industry  usually  requires  higher  quality  water 
(lower  mineral  content)  than  ground  water  supplies  can  be 
relied  upon  to  supply. 

The  two  best  sources  of  surface  water  are  the  Yadkin 
River,  and  Dan  River  in  the  Roanoke  River  Basin. 
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STOKES      COU  NTY 

NORTH  CAROLINA 


WATER   CLASSIFICATIONS 


SCALE    IN    MILES 


LEGEND 

A  TREATED    DRINKING     WATER    SOURCE 

B         RECREATIONAL     USES 

H     TROUT    (SPECIAL    TROUT    STREAM     PROTECTION) 

D  (AGRICULTURAL,  INDUSTRIAL  COOLING,  AND  OTHER 

USES     REQUIRING     LOWER     QUALITY) 

NOTE. 

REMAINDER    OF    COUNTY    CLASSIFIED  "c"    (FISHING). 


(source:      N.C.  DEPARTMENT    OF    WATER     AND    AIR    RESOURCES.) 
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The  King  District  Water  System  is  already  supplying  most 
of  Yadkin  Township  and  the  northwest  portion  of  Forsyth  County 
from  the  Yadkin  River.   The  water  is  of  excellent  quality  with 
a  minimum  60-year  flow  ranging  from  225  to  290  million  gallons 
per  day  (mgd) . 

The  Dan  River  is  also  an  excellent  source  of  supply  for 
the  county,  especially  since  legal  restrictions  prohibit  taking 
from  one  river  basin  to  another.   The  Dan  maintains  a  minimum 
flow  of  16.8  to  23.2  mgd.   (By  comparison,  Winston-Salem  takes 
approximately  12  mgd  from  the  Yarkin  River  at  present.) 

The  Dan  River  was  surveyed  as  part  of  the  Roanoke  River 
Basin  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  in  1943  for  flood  control  pur- 
poses.  Three  dam  sites  proposed  in  an  earlier  1934  Corps  study 
were  retained  in  the  1943  survey,  but  were  not  recommended  for 
construction  at  that  time.   The  Grey  Report  states  that  the  Dan 
would  be  adequate  as  a  source  of  supply  even  without  construc- 
tion of  the  dams . 

Although  now  of  reasonable  purity,  the  surface  water 
classifications  assigned  to  the  Dan's  tributaries  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Water  and  Air  Resources  are  probably  not  high  enough  to 
adequately  protect  this  future  source  of  drinking  water.   The 
Grey  Report  recommends  the  upgrading  of  these  tributaries  from 
Class  "C"  (fishing)  and  Class  "C  Trout  Water"  (special  trout 
protection),  to  Class  "A  II"  (treated  drinking  water  source). 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  in  order  to  properly  protect 
and  utilize  the  recreation  potential  of  the  area,  too  many  of 
the  county's  streams  are  classed  "C"  for  fishing  instead  of  "B" 
for  recreational  uses.   The  Chief  of  the  Stream  Monitering 
Division  of  the  Department  of  Water  and  Air  Resources  advises 
that  there  would  probably  be  no  objection  to  these  changes.  He 
also  reports  that  at  thie  time  there  are  no  industries  in  the 
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using  unusually  large  quantities  of  water. 

With  increased  population  and  land  utilization,  water 
pollution  is  on  the  verge  of  becoming  a  major  problem.   The 
Town  of  Walnut  Cove  presently  discharges  some  treated  and 
some  untreated  wastes  into  Town  Fork  Creek,  as  does  the  London 
Consolidated  School  three  miles  to  the  west.    However,  Walnut 
Cove  has  received  a  Federal  grant  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
adequate  waste  treatment  facilities,  and  construction  is  under- 
way. 

The  only  two  industrial  waste  discharges  are  from  the 
United  Elastic  Company,  near  Francisco,  and  the  R  .  J.  Reynolds 
Tobacco  Co.,  Brook  Cove  plant.  The  waste  from  United  Elastic 
is  treated  by  means  of  a  mechanically  aerated  industrial  waste 
lagoon,  discharging  the  effluent  into  the  Dan  River,   The  R.J. 
Reynolds  plant  is  provided  with  a  secondary-waste  type  treat- 
ment facility  (with  ch lo r ina t ion )  discharging  the  effluent  into 
Sandy  Branch,  a  tributary  of  Town  Fork  Creek. 

King  has  a  pressing  and  immediate  need  for  a  sewage  system 
due  to  commercial  and  industrial  construction,  the  King  School 
complex,  and  increasing  residential  use.   As  the  Grey  Report 
notes  : 


"In  this  connection,  we  have  been  advised  by  represen- 
tatives of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Water  and 
Air  Resources  that  residents  of  the  King  area  agreed 
to  build  a  sewage  disposal  and  treatment  system  when 
Structure  #6  was  built.   It  is  our  understanding  that 
Structure  #6  (a  dam  in  the  Litcle  Yadkin  Watershed 
Project)  will  soon  be  under  construction.   Therefore, 
even  if  the  sewer  system  were  not  badly  needed,  the  Town 
of  King  would  still  have  to  provide  sewage  treatment 
because  of  the  construction  of  Structure  #  6  .  " 
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Agricultural  soil  erosion  has  abated  somewhat,  according 
to  the  County  Foresters,  especially  in  the  southern  portions 
of  the  county.   However,  increased  development  where  land  is 
cleared  makes  soil  erosion  and  silting  of  the  streams  an  ever- 
present  danger . 

The  Stokes  County  Extension  Agent  notes  an  unusually  high 
use  of  fertilizer  on  tobacco  lands.   High  fertilizer  run-off 
into  the  streams  can  be  as  bad  as  a  pollutant  as  sewage,  and 
in  a  rural  county  such  as  Stokes  can  be  considered  as  the  prin- 
cipal threat  to  clean  streams. 


AIR  RESOURCE 

Prevailing  winds  and  distance  from  urban  centers  have  so 
far  spared  Stokes  County  the  problem  of  air  pollution.   There 
is  no  guarantee  that  this  will  not  become  a  problem  in  the 
future,  however,  with  the  county  constantly  inviting  in  new 
industry.   This  is  not  to  say  that  heavy  industry  should  be 
avoided,  but  simply  that  proper  safeguards  against  air  pollu- 
tion hazards  should  be  prepared  for  use  when  they  are  needed 
--  probably  in  cooperation  with  the  regional  Air  Pollution 
Control  Board. 
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J.        MAN-MADE    FEATURES 


ROADS 

Minor  and  major  county  roads  (including  NC  8,  65,  66,  89, 
268,  704,  and  772)  in  Stokes  act  as  rural  collector  roads  for 
a  highway  system  connecting  Winston-Salem  metropolitan  area  to 
population  areas  in  the  northwest  (US  52)  and  the  northeast 
(US  311).   They  form  a  good  secondary  county  road  net,  but  are 
somewhat  more  difficult  for  commutation  and  sustained  travel 
(as  opposed  to  short  trip  travel),  from  one  place  to  another 
in  the  county.   It  is  the  northern  portion  of  the  county  that 
suffers  most  from  inaccessibility  while  the  southern  part  of 
the  county  is  reasonably  well  served  through  its  proximity  to 
trunk  highways.   In  all  but  a  few  isolated  instances,  traffic 
volumes  throughout  the  county  are  far  below  design  capacity. 

The  transportation  situation  is  further  complicated  by 
difficult  access  to  the  county  seat  of  Danbury  from  the  popu- 
lated southwestern  quadrant.   The  difficulty  of  access  for 
tractor  trailers  into  the  northeast  quadrant,  now  under  con- 
sideration for  industrial  development,  is  a  problem  which  may 
tend  to  hinder  this  development. 

While  road  alignment  in  most  places  is  generally  as  good 
as  the  rough  terrain  will  allow,  the  safety  hazard  of  exces- 
sive winding  and  sharp  curves  should  be  noted  on  NC  89  and  9, 
approximately  two  miles  o  n  either  side  of  the  Danbury  corpor- 
ated  limits.   This  is  also  the  case  on  NC  66  between  State 
Road  1001  and  NC  268. 

Peak-period  congestion  occurs  in  both  the  King  and  Walnut 
Cove  business  districts,  but  is  particularly  acute  in  King. 
While  SR  1112,  providing  access  between  the  King  business  dis- 
trict and  the  US  52  interchange  is  in  the  process  of  being 
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widened  to  relieve  this  problem,  SR  1127  (into  which  it  feeds 
its  traffic  for  business  destinations)  suffers  from  street 
parking  on  a  pavement  built  below  accepted  design  width  mini- 
mums  . 

Industry  near  King  is  locating  in  an  industrial  park  pat- 
tern on  vacant  land  to  the  west  of  US  52.   Access  to  the  ser- 
vice road  from  the  SR  1112-US  52  interchange  is  confusing  and 
dangerous  to  those  not  familiar  with  it.   Also,  a  number  of 
prime  industrial  sites  could  be  made  available  by  extending  the 
service  road  .4  mile  north  along  US  52  from  the  site  of  Caro- 
lina Medical  Electronics  to  the  International  Aero  Salvage 
site,  at  the  point  where  SR  1105  overpasses  US  52. 


MASS  TRANSPORTATION 

Bus  travel  is  of  course  subject  to  the  same  limitations 
as  automobile  traffic,  and  bus  service  to  Stokes  County  has 
decreased  slightly  during  the  last  decade.   Prior  to  the  open- 
ing of  US  52,  the  Greyhound  Bus  Company  served  stops  along  old 
US  52  (now  SR  1236).   Greyhound's  W in s t on- Sa 1 em-Mt .  Airy  ser- 
vice is  now  non-stop,  and  its  local  service  along  old  US  52 
makes  provisions  for  only  one  stop  in  King. 

Piedmont  Coach  Company  runs  a  Saturday  round-trip  service 
from  Stewart,  Virginia,  to  W ins  to n- Sa 1  em  and  return.   Stops 
along  the  way  in  Stokes  County  include  Germanton,  Danbury,  and 
Lawsonville.   This  is  presumably  a  "shoppers'  service"  and 
does  nothing  to  answer  the  problem  of  commutation  to  jobs  for 
low-income  people  (a  situation  which  the  Manpower  Representa- 
tive for  the  Stokes  Community  Action  Program  says  is  particu- 
larly serious  at  this  time). 
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Stokes  County  is  served  by  two  railroads  --  the  Southern 
and  the  Norfolk  and  Western  --  whose  tracks  pass  within  sixty 
feet  of  each  other  in  Walnut  Cove. 

Originally  known  as  the  Atlantic  and  Yadkin  Railroad,  this 
branch  line  of  the  Southern  Railway  runs  one  train  a  day  from 
Greensboro  to  Mt.  Airy,  and  return.   Stations  are  located  in 
Walnut  Cove,  King  and   Pinnacle.   Averaging  about  sixteen  cars 
a  day,  this  line  is  presumably  subject  to  the  peculiarly  favor- 
able economics  associated  with  short  line  railroad  operation 
as  it  serves  a  number  of  Walnut  Cove,  Pilot  Mountain  and  Mt . 
Airy  industries,  including  the  granite  quarries.    It  will  also 
serve  the  Westinghouse  Steam  Turbine  Plant  to  be  constructed 
at  Rural  Hall,  just  south  of  the  Stokes-Forsyth  line. 

The  Shenendoah  Division  of  the  Norfolk  and  Western  Rail- 
road operates  from  Winston-Salem  to  Hagerstown,  Maryland, 
through  Roanoke,  Virginia.   Three  trains  (of  approximately  one- 
hundred  cars  each)  operate  both  ways  daily  carrying  coal,  auto- 
mobiles, and  tobacco.   Another  100-car  train  will  soon  be  added 
to  handle  daily  shipments  from  the  Schlitz  Brewing  Company's 
new  W ins t on- Sa lem  plant.   Within  five  years,  at  least  two  more 
100-car  coal  trains  will  be  needed  to  supply  Duke  Power's  Bel- 
ews  Lake  steam  generating  plant.   This  will  bring  the  line's 
total  traffic  up  to  twelve  trains  per  day,  and  because  of  coal 
stockpiling  may  require  additional  yard  trackage. 

Both  lines  run  adjacent  to  good  industrial  sites  in  the 
southeastern  portion  of  the  county,  although  the  Southern  is 
separated  by  US  52  from  the  newest  areas  of  industrial  devel- 
opment around  King  in  the  southwestern  section. 
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Passenger  service  on  the  Atlantic  and  Yadkin  was  discon- 
tinued in  1940,  but  it  was  not  until  1962  that  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  eliminated  four  trains  a  day  between  Winston-Salera, 
Walnut  Cove,  and  Pine  Hall.   Looking  many  years  into  the  future, 
these  rail  lines  may  some  day  take  on  new  importance  in  Stokes 
County  development.   If  there  is  to  be  a  rapid  rail  mass  transit 
system  in  the  W ins  ton- Sa 1  em-Green sbo ro  metropolitan  area,  it  is 
on  existing  railbeds  such  as  these  that  it  will  probably  be 
built. 

Trunk  airline  service  is  available  to  county  residents 
through  Friendship  Airport  i  n  Greensboro,  served  by  Eastern 
and  United  Airlines.   Piedmont  Airlines  at  Smith  Reynolds  Air- 
port in  Winston-Salem  (as  well  as  Friendship  in  Greensboro) 
offers  local  service  throughout  a  regional  system  with  stops 
as  far  away  as  Atlanta,  New  York,  and  Cincinnati. 

One  general  aviation  airport  now  exists  at  Walnut  Cove, 
in  Stokes  County,  with  approximately  12  private  planes  now 
based  there.   That  there  would  seem  to  be  a  need  for  one  in 
the  southwestern  area  near  US  52  and  King  is  supported  by: 


1.  the  attraction   airports  hold  for  new  industry; 

2.  the  existing  location  of  an  a v ia t i on- o r ie n t e d  firm, 
International  Aero  Salvage,  in  the  King  area, 
already;  its  need  for  access  to  an  airport,  and  its 
willingness  to  help  develop  one; 

3.  findings  of  the  Metropolitan  Airport  System  report 
for  Guilford  and  Forsyth  Counties  pointing  strongly 
to  the  need  for  a  general  aviation  airport  just 
north  of  Forsyth  County  in  this  area. 
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MAJOR  UTILITIES 

The  North  Carolina  Rural  Electrification  Authority  reports 
100%  coverage  of  Stokes  County  by  power  transmission  lines.  The 
only  limitation  on  certain  commercial  loads  is  a  security  de- 
posit.  The  northwestern  quadrant  of  the  county  is  served  pri- 
marily by  Yadkin  Electric  Membership  Corporation,  and  the  south- 
west quadrant  by  Duke  Power  Company.   The  rest  of  the  county  is 
served  on  major  county  roads  by  Davidson  Electric  Membership 
Corporation. 

The  North  Carolina  Gas  Service  Division  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Southern  Gas  Company  has  a  natural  gas  pipeline  serving 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  county.  It  parallels  US  311,  SR 
1911,  and  SR  1915,  terminating  at  the  closed  Pine  Hall  Brick 
and  Pipe  Company,  Plant  #2,  at  Ceramic. 

Approximately  60%  of  the  people  in  Stokes  County  have  tel- 
ephones, but  which  telephone  company  serves  them  depends  on 
where  they  live:   the  Lee   Telephone  Company  (division  of  Cen- 
tral Telephone  Company)  with  headquarters  in  Madison,  serves 
the  northwest,  northeast  and  southeast  quadrants  of  Stokes 
County,  including  Quaker  Gap,  Sandy  Ridge,   Lawsonville,  Dan- 
bury,  Walnut  Cove,  Germanton,  and  Pine  Hall. 

Central  Telephone  Company,  with  headquarters  in  Mt .  Airy, 
serves  Pinnacle  in  the  upper  part  of  Yadkin  Township.   Part  of 
the  Pilot  Mountain  Exchange,  Pinnacle  is  also  tied  through 
Central  Telephone  Membership  Corporation,  as  well  as  to  Cen- 
tral's Surry  County  exchanges. 

The  Old  Town  Telephone  System,  Inc.  ,  with  headquarters  in 
Old  Town,  serves  King,  and  ties  that  section  of  the  county  to 
the  Winston-Salem  exchanges. 
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Lee  Telephone  Company  is  engaged  in  a  program  of  burying 
a  number  of  its  transmission  cables  and  is  adding  ten  addi- 
tional trunk  line  circuits  from  Danbury  to  Walnut  Cove.  Direct 
distance  dialing  is  scheduled  to  be  in  operation  by  August, 
1970;  and  four-party  line  service  will  have  eliminated  the 
present  eight-part  groups  by  December,  1972.   Service  and  pol- 
icy of  the  three  companies  is  coordinated  by  Bell  System  inter- 
company representatives  at  weekly  meetings,  and  it  is  through 
these  meetings  that  extended  area  service  is  constantly  ex- 
panded to  link  the  various  exchanges  of  the  three  companies. 


K. 


EXISTING  LAND  USE 


RES IDENTIAL 

Residential  land  use  is  spread  evenly  along  the  road  sys- 
tem throughout  Stokes  County.   Concentrations  of  100-120  per- 
sons  per  square  mile  exist  at  Pinnacle,  King,  Walnut  Cove, 
and  on  a  portion  of  NC  89  at  the  Surry  County  line  near  West- 
field.   Densities  of  80-100  persons  p  er  square  mile  occur  on 
the  outskirts  of  King  and  Walnut  Cove,  at  Mt.  Olive  and  Capella 
on  NC  66,  on  NC  8  between  Flat  Shoals  and  Meadow,  and  on  a  por- 
tion of  SR  1625  in  the  extreme  northeast  corner  of  the  county. 
Densities  of  40-80  per  square  mile  occur  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  county,  while  the  remainder  of  the  county  averages  25 
persons  per  square  mile. 

The  greatest  problem  involving  residential  land  is  the 
strip  development  taking  place  along  the  roads.   This  threatens 
to  "land  lock"  quantities  of  desirable  land  located  back  from 
the  roads,  and  increases  the  possibility  of  future  blight  of 
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houses  presently  being  built  along  these  roads.   This  is  parti- 
cularly evident  around  King.   The  future  may  well  see  these 
homes'  desirability  (and  therefore  their  value)  decrease  because 
of  their  proximity  to  heavy  traffic  and  because  of  their  location 
so  near  the  front  lot  line  when  road  widening  occurs. 

In  the  Fall  of  1968  a  "windshield  survey"  of  the  housing 
conditions  throughout  Stokes  County  was  made  by  Division  of 
Community  Planning  personnel.   Houses  in  good  condition  (i.e., 
well-maintained)  were  classed  as  "standard"  as  opposed  to  sub- 
standard units  showing  signs   of  roof  deterioration,  or  struc- 
tural deficiencies  such  as  open  foundations,  damaged  chimneys, 
deteriorating  door  and  window  frames,  sagging  roof  line,  large 
exterior  wall  cracks,  sagging  porches.   General  neglect  or 
lack  of  paint  did  not  classify  a  house  or  dwelling  unit  sub- 
standard unless  it  occurred  in  conjunction  with  the  structural 
or  roof  deficiencies  listed  above. 

The  extremely  low  number  of  vacant  standard  condition  units 
shows  that  good  housing  is  in  short  supply  in  Stokes  County. 

Until  just  a  few  years  ago,  financing  of  any  type  of  hous- 
ing in  the  county  without  governmental  aid  was  difficult  to 
arrange,  and  this  situation  was  not  relieved  until  the  opening 
of  the  United  Savings  and  Loan  in  King.   The  moderate  priced 
housing  supply  is  still  not  sufficient,  and  this  is  a  negative 
factor  in  attracting  new  commerce  and  industry;  however,  a 
number  of  new  moderately  priced  ( $  2 0  ,  0 00- $  2 5  ,  00 0 )  subdivisions 
are  opening  up  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 

The  Farmers  Home  Administration  has  been  making  housing 
loans  to  non-farm  rural  residents  since  1960.   Since  then  hous- 
ing loans  at  4%  to  5  l/870  have  been  made  to  low  and  middle  in- 
come persons  having  salaries  between  $5,000  and  $7,000  per  year, 
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with  a  house  in  a  $12,000  range  considered  the  goal.   Begin- 
ning this  year,  however,  the  FHA  is  aiming  at  those  with  in- 
comes of  $3,000  to   $5,000  per  year  --  mostly  those  who  cannot 
get  credit  --  with  a  home  in  the  $8,000  range  now  the  goal.  In 
fiscal  year  1967,  the  FHA  made  3^  housing  loans  in  Stokes  County 
totalling  $359,460.   During  fiscal  year  1968  only  20  loans  were 
made,  however,  totalling  $171,870.   This  gave  Stokes  County  a 
total  of  149  active  FHA  housing  loans  as  of  1968. 

FHA's  Stokes  County  representative  suggests  that  the  de- 
clining number  of  loans  can  be  explained  by  two  major  diffi- 
culties: (1)  the  problem  of  making  the  people  of  the  county 
aware  of  the  loan  possibilities  to  them;  and  (2)  working  with 
and  processing  the  loans  of  low  income  families.   Procedures 
are  complex  enough  with  anyone  who  wants  a  loan,  but  processing 
time  for  loans  to  low  income  people  averages  as  much  as  four 
times  as  long  as  for  anyone  else,  because  the  FHA  representative 
must  take  time  to  set  up  their  family  budgeting,  help  them 
acquire  land,  and  generally  aid  them  in  detail  on  most  of  the 
other  aspects  of  preparation  for  home  construction. 

The  FHA  representative  sums  it  up  in  the  sentence:   "An 
overall  housing  program  for  Stokes  is  needed"  and  this  senti- 
ment has  been  similarly  voiced  by  the  County  Commissioners  as 
well  as  the  Planning  Board.   It  is  given  even  more  emphasis  by 
personnel  associated  with  the  Stokes  County  Community  Action 
Program.   After  a  detailed  survey  of  834  low  income  families, 
CAP  personnel  have  concluded  that  Stokes  needs  a  low  income 
housing  program  more  than  its  neighbor  counties  also  associ- 
ated with  CAP  (Surry,  Yadkin  and   Davie  Counties).   (Detailed 
recommendations  appear  in  the  Land  Development  Plan.) 
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Yadkin  Township  would  have  to  be  classed  as  the  area  hav- 
ing the  most  residential  potential  because  of  an  available 
water  system,  as  well  as  the  nearness  of  US  52.   The  southern 
portion  as  a  whole  will  be  most  attractive  for  those  commuting 
to  Mt .  Airy,  Forsyth  and  Guilford  Counties,  and  lower  Rocking- 
ham County.   The  northern  half  will  be  most  desirable  for  those 
working  in  Stuart,  Virginia;  with  Big  Creek  and  Quaker  Gap  Town- 
ships drawing  those  working  in  Surry  County;  Snow  Creek  and 
Beaver  Island  Townships  also  attracting  those  commuting  to 
Rockingham  County.  Northern  Stokes  is  also  ideal  for  vacation 
homes.   For  any  resident  employed  within  Stokes  County  an  excel- 
lent home  site  should  be  available  near  the  job. 

Realization  of  full  residential  potential  within  Stokes 
County  will  require  the  fastest  possible  expansion  of  water  and 
sewer  systems,  constant  improvement  of  the  school  system,  sub- 
division regulations,  a  complete  building  inspection  program, 
and  zoning  in  the  most  populated  areas  where  protection  is  most 
needed. 


AGRICULTURAL 

The  statistics  of  agricultural  land  use  may  be  found  in 
the  1968  Stokes  County  Commissioners'  Farm  Census  Summary,  re- 
printed in  the  Appendix.   Approximately  30%  of  the  land  in  the 
county  is  now  under  agricultural  usage,   However,  only  about 
2170  of  it  is  in  harvested  crop  land  and  pasture. 

As  suggested  in  the  Economic  Potential  Study,  the  trends 
of  agriculture  land  use  seem  to  be  reasonably  clear: 
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1.  Small  marginal  farms  are  becoming  less  profitable,  and 
are  being  abandoned  or  consolidated. 

2.  Topography  of  the  county  does  not  lend  itself  particul- 
arly well  to  mechanized  farming,  and  some  of  the  most 
suitable  crop  land  for  mechanized  farming  is  lying  idle 
for  lack  of  farm  labor. 

3.  More  and  more  farm  families  are  earning  their  livelihood 
by  outcommuting  or  by  taking  non-farm  jobs  within  the 
county. 

4.  Mechanized  raising  of  livestock  (cattle,  pigs,  and 
poultry)  offer  the  best  long-term  economic  hope  for 
agriculture  in  the  county. 


The  Stokes  County  Agriculture  Extension   Agent  adds  these 
observat  ions : 


1.  A  natural  result  of  the  shortage  of  farm  labor  is  that 
fewer  farms  are  being  operated  by  tenant  farmers. 

2.  Tobacco  as  a  leading  crop  is  far  from  dead,  and  probably 
75%  of  agricultural  income  comes  from  tobacco.   At  the 
same  time  that  the  tobacco  yield  per  acre  has  increased, 
the  number  of  acres  in  production  has  declined,  and 
government  allotments  have  also  declined. 

3.  The  small  family  farm  will  not  disappear  from  the  county 
in  the  foreseeable  future,  as  the  result  of  "twilight 
agriculture"  by  those  who  commute  to  jobs  during  the  day. 

4.  Absentee  ownership  of  land  is  probably  hurrying  the 
conversion  to  animal  production,  but  eventually  more  land 
will  go  into  intensive  food  crops,  such  as  strawberries, 
vegetables,  etc. 


COMMERCIAL 

The  centers  of  commercial  retail  and  service  land  use 
activity  in  Stokes  County  occur  at  King  (52  units)  and  Walnut 
Cove  (49  units). 
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There  is  an  even  distribution  of  service  stations  and/or 
groceries  at  crossroads  throughout  the  county,  and  a  higher 
proportion  of  commercial  units  in  the  unincorporated  towns.  As 
a  further  indicator  of  the  focus  of  commercial  activity,  four 
units  which  are  normally  described  as  supermarkets  are  located 
in  Walnut  Cove,  King,  Pinnacle  and  Meadow.   The  only  town  pos- 
sessing the  new  construction  and  ample  parking  of  a  shopping 
center,  however,  is  at  King  —  near  the  US  5  2  interchange.  The 
commercial  pattern  therefore  follows  the  largest  concentrations 
of  population,  but  (at  least  in  terms  of  total  population  and 
distance  to  weekly  shopping  sources)  leaves  the  northern  por- 
tion of  the  county  under s e rv i ce d . 

At  present,  commercial  uses  are  reasonably  well  concen- 
trated, but  strip  commercial  development  is  beginning  to  make 
itself  felt  around  the  higher  centers  of  population  (i.e., 
King,  and  to  some  extent  Walnut  Cove).   Control  of  this  strip 
development,  plus  protection  of  high  potential  highway  commer- 
cial sites  are  problems  that  will  soon  have  to  be  solived 
through  enforced  zoning  regulations,  etc. 


INDUSTRIAL 

Industrial  activities  are  concentrated  primarily  in  Saura- 
town  and   Yadkin  Townships,  with  a  single  exception  being  the 
United  Elastics  plant  in  Big  Creek  Township  near  Francisco  in 
the  northwest.   Small  sawmills,  feedmills,  and  warehouses  are 
spread  fairly  evenly  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  county. 

By  far  the  largest  purely  industrial  tract  is  occupied  by 
the  R.J.  Reynolds  Tobacco  Company  Brook  Cove  Plant,  and  accounts 
for  almost  half  of  the  assessed  valuation.   Duke  Power's  Belews 
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Lake  steam  generating  power  station,  also  in  Sauratown  Township, 
will  eventually  amount  to  a  total  investment  of  $240  million. 

Industry  at  King  is  tending  to  concentrate  itself  into  an 
"industrial  park"  setting  on  the  west  side  of  US  52.   During 
the  last  year  three  new  firms  have  located  there,  adjacent  to 
each  other: 

International  Aero  Salvage;  6,720  square  feet;  7 
full-time  and  8  part-time  employees;  5  0%  expansion 
of  floor  space  underway.   (Aircraft  rebuilding; 
mobile  home  and  boat  sales  and  service.) 

Caroling  Medical  Electronics,  Inc.;  6,000  square 
feet;  20  employees.  (Electronic  medical  devices 
and  monitering  equipment.) 

Queen  Manufacturing  Corp.  (Division  of   Friese 
Corp.);  30,000  square  feet;  71  employees.   (Private 
label  curtains.) 

A  number  of  good  industrial  sites  are  available  in  the 
northern  half  of  Stokes  County  as  well  as  at  King  and  Saura- 
town Township,  but  there  is  a  need  for  protecting  the  best 
sites  from  encroachment  by  s ing 1 e - f am i 1 y  residential  units. 
This  protection  is  essential  if  Stokes  is  to  attract  badly 
needed  industry  in  the  future.   It  can  be  accomplished  by 
zoning,  and  by  options  taken  by  the  area  industrial  corpor- 
ations . 


PUBLIC  AND  INSTITUTIONAL 

1 .    Major  Social  Facilities 

There  are  five  community  centers  in  Stokes  County,  and 
along  with  the  nine  fire  departments  and  rescue  squads,  they 
serve  a  social  function  over  and  above  their  recreational  and 
public  functions.   However,  the  92  churches  in  the  county  are 
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the  dominant  factors  socially.   Other  major  social  facilities 
include : 


—  The  Community  Action  Program  building  at  Walnut  Cove 

—  Stokes  County  Hospital  and  Health  Clinic  at  Danbury 
Welfare  Department  at  Danbury 

—  Health  Clinic  at  Walnut  Cove. 


Major  Cultural  Facilities 

—  Ten  elementary  schools 

—  Two  high  schools 
Two  newspapers 

—  Two  libraries 

--   Adult  Education  Programs  at  North  and  South 

High  Schools 
--   Forsyth  Technical  Institute  (and  to  a  very 

sma  1 1  degre  e ) . . . 

—  Surry  Community  College 


Major  Recreation  Facilities 

Churches,  fire  departments,  fraternal  organizations 
and  community  centers  (a  lack  of  planned  recreational 
activities  for  youth,  however,  has  been  noted  with 
regard  to  these  facilities) 

--   Drive-in  theater  at  King 

Fairgrounds  at  King 
--   Parks  at  Walnut  Cove  and  Hanging  Rock 
--   The  311  Auto  Raceway 

Billiard  parlors 


A  justifiable  differentiation  can  be  made  within  the 
recreational  category  between  those  facilities  which  most 
benefit  permanent  residents  and  those  which  are  tourist 
oriented.   This  cannot  be  a  rigid  division,  however,  since 
tourists  will  make  some  use  of  resident  facilities,  while 
residents  will  occasionally  vary  their  recreation  activities 
through  use  of  tourist-oriented  facilities.   Existing  tourism 
facilities  within  the  county  (some  public  and  some  private) 
inc lu  de  : 
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Transient  trailer  and  camping  parks  (Sauratown 

and  Danbury  Townships) 

Golf  courses  (Sauratown  Township) 

Fishing  ponds  (Danbury  and  Peters  Creek  Townships) 

Private  vacation  club  preserves  (Big  Creek  and 

Sauratown  Townships) 

Vacation  homes  (some  publicly  owned  at  Hanging 

Rock  Park),  (Danbury,  Big  Creek,  Quaker  Gap, 

Sauratown  and  Yadkin  Townships) 


Along  with  historic  sites,  Hanging  Rock  Park,  and 
regional  recreation  facilities  such  as  the  nearby  Pilot 
Mountain  State  Park,  the  nucleus  facilities  for  the  develop' 
ment  of  tourism  in  the  county  already  exist. 


4 .    Major  Historical  Sites 

There  are  not  a  great  number  of  historic  sites  in  Stokes 
County,  mostly  because  of  the  lack  of  population  and  develop- 
ment in  the  early  years,  but  the  ones  that  do  exist  should 
be  exploited  both  for  the  cultural  benefit  of  the  county's 
residents  and  as  a  key  part  of  tourism  development. 


The  proposed  Iron  Foundry  Park  in  Danbury  has  received 
support  from  State  and  Federal  officials,  and  has 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Stokes  County  Histor- 
ical Society.   It  is  centered  around  the  rectangular 
smelter  of  an  iron  foundry  that  operated  on  the  Dan 
River  until  it  was  finally  destroyed  during  Stoneman's 
Raid  in  the  Civil  War.   It  is  located  on  a  site  which, 
if  proper  access  can  be  provided,  should  be  ideal  both 
for  recreation  and  tourism  purposes. 

The  Ro  ck  Hous  e  is  a  three-story  stone  ruin  of  rather 
unique  architecture,  located  just  north  of  the  Sauratown 
Mountain  Range  at  a  junction  of  SR  1175,  1186,  and  1187. 
It  is  already  a  tourist  attraction  for  local  residents, 
with  a  number  of  visitors  to  the  site  each  weekend. 
Begun  in  the  1770's,  it  was  once  under  consideration 
for  reconstruction  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  is  at  the  present  time  the  subject  of 
a  research  study  being  done  at  Wake  Forest   University. 
Its  present  location  is  in  the  heart  of  the  "summer 
camp "  district. 
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Shephe  r d '  s  Mill  is  privately-owned  and  of  early  19th 
Century  vintage.    It  is  located  on  SR  1674,  about  five 
miles  northeast  of  Danbury.   The  building  has  been 
completely  restored  and  may  be  opened  for  visitors 
ne  xt  yea  r  . 
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The  building  which  once  housed  Dal  ton Ac a  demy  ,  one  of 

the  earliest  schools  in  the  county,  is  just  a  half  mile 
south  of  the  Dalton  Plantation  on  SR  1127,  and  may  once 
been  part  of  it.   It  was  a  private  residence  until  a 
few  months  ago,  and  the  exterior,  at  least,  is  in 
reasonably  good  condition.   The  front  of  the  two-story 
building  is  characterized  by  a  double -doored  entrance, 
topped  by  a  rectangular,  fan  light-type   window. 


All  that  is  left  of  another  of  the  resorts  is  the  Moo  re  s 
Spr  in  g  Hous  e .   Located  just  off  SR  1001  near  Danbury, 
Hanging   Rock  State  Park,  and  Vade  Mecum,  the  octagonal 
Victorian  style,  two-story  building  is  at  a  point  where 
repairs  will  soon  have  to  be  made,   The  spring  inside  can 
still  be  tapped  with  an  electric  pump.   The  spring  house's 
setting  in  a  mountain  glen  by  a  stream  would  make  it  also 
a  promising  site  for  a  county  picnic  ground. 
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Energetic  development  of  tourism  in  the  northern  portion 
of  the  county  would  have  to  take  into  consideration  the  desig- 
nation of  the  Town  of  Danbury  itself  as  a  historical  site. 
Danbury  has  been  characterized  by  writers  in  the  past  --  per- 
haps condescendingly  --  as  a  "quaint  little  mountain  town." 
Probably  due  to  its  past  isolation,  its  Court  House,  large  old 
homes,  and  two  unique  old  hotels   have  not  been  removed  or 
spoiled  by  incompatible  land  uses  over  the  years.   The  fact 
that  the  town  is  the  County  Seat,  and  is  located  near  Hanging 
Rock  Park  and  the  County  Hospital  in  the  heart  of  Stokes' 
scenic  Sauratown  Mountain  range,  make  it  a  natural  focal  point 
for  development  of  tourism  in  the  area.   Serious  consideration 
should  be  given  to  some  sort  of  historic  preservation  which 
would  at  the  same  time  allow  for  nearby  commercial  growth. 


L. 


CONCLUSION 


Stokes  County's  growth  in  the  past  has  been  slow,  but  as 
shown  in  the  Economic  Potential  Study,  development  is  now  be- 
coming more  rapid.   The  county's  location,  development  pattern 
and  the  potential  of  its  land,  as  outlined  in  this  study,  give 
it  the  capability  for  continued  constructive  growth  in  the 
future  if  its  development  is  planned,  natural  attributes  pro- 
tected, public  facilities  and  transportation  improved,  and  if 
its  future  is  worked  for  energetically  by  its  residents. 


The  Land  Development  Plan  will  examine  in  detail  the 
forces  for  accomplishing  this  growth,  guidelines  for  how  and 
where  development  should  take  place,  and  the  a  1 1 - impor tan t 
question  of  how  best  to  implement  the  comprehensive  planning 
that  is  now  being  done  by  Stokes  County. 
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LAND  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 


M.   INTRODUCTION 

The  Land  Potential  and  Economic  Potential  Studies  have  pro 
vided  basic  data  on  the  characteristics  of  the  county's  people, 
Land  and  activities.   This  Land   Development  Plan  will  attempt 
to  provide  the  comprehensive  general  framework  necessary  to 
serve  as  a  guide  to  the  future  harmonious  development  of  Stokes 
County . 

The  framework  should  be  flexible  at  this  stage  of  develop- 
ment for  three  reasons: 


1 .  the  county's  overall  potential  for  the  future  is  great 
and  varied,  providing  a  number  of  alternatives  for  the 
future  ; 

2.  no  dominant  land  use  pattern  has  manifested  itself 
which  would  have  the  affect  of  forcing  the  county  into 
a  prohibitively  narrow  course  of  future  land  develop- 
men  t ;  and 

3.  Stokes'  future  depends  on  the  role  it  plays  as  part  of 

a  dynamically  developing  metropolitan  area,  which  is  in 
turn  part  of  a  rapidly  growing  region  of  the  nation. 

The  forces  for  change  which  are  brought  upon  it  in  this  role  will 
be  the  primary  determinants  of  its  future  development.   For  these 
reasons  this  plan  is  conceived  with  the  maximum  of  flexibility, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  is  based  on  practical  proposals  de- 
signed to  increase  the  county's  chances  for  successful  future 
development.   These  proposals  reach  toward  the  goals  of: 


making  Stokes  County  a  good  place  to  live; 
conservation  and  development  of  natural  resources; 
development  of  safe  and  attractive  residential  areas; 
increased  industrial  employment  and  production,  as 
well  as  increased  income  from  commercial  and  tourism 
activities  ; 
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provision  for  convenient  business  areas  which  are  not 

scattered  haphazardly  along  major  traffic  routes; 

encouragement  of  compact  development  which  can  be 

served  by  utilities  and  other  services  at  a  minimum 

cost  to  the  public; 

improvement  of  the  transportation  system  throughout 

the  county; 

adoption  of  new,  and  the  enforcement  of  existing 

planning  tools  such  as  zoning  ordinances,  subdivision 

regulations,  building  and  housing  codes,  that  will 

help  implement  the  plan. 


The  county's  growth  will  first  be  discussed  quantitatively,  in 
terms  of  future  land  use  requirements,  and  then  qualitatively, 
with  regard  to  land  development  factors.   Land  development  pro- 
posals and  recommendations  for  implementation  will  then  be  made. 
Implementation  of  the  plan,  however,  is  the  joint  responsibility 
of  the  governing  officials  and  private  citizens.   Support  from 
both  groups  will  be  necessary  to  get  favorable  results. 


N.   FUTURE  LAND  USE  REQUIREMENTS 

Although  many  variables  must  be  considered  in  determining 
the  future  land  use  requirements  presented  in  the  accompanying 
table,  they  are  based,  primarily,  on  these  assumptions: 


1. 


2. 


The  population  of  the  county  will  continue  to 
projected  in  the  Economic  Potential  Study . 


increase  as 


Residential  land  needs  will  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
population  increase  through  the  construction  of  all  types 
of  housing,  including  multi-family  ^higher  density)  where 
development  factors  are  favorable,  and  larger  lot  size 
(lower  density)  homes,  in  addition  to  the  present  middle 
range  (one-half  to  an  acre)  home  construction  trend  now 
evident . 
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While  the  amount  of  land  in  industrial  use  is  low  at  the 
present  time,  industrial  potential  for  the  county  during 
the  planning  period  is  relatively  high.   Single  story 
construction  requires  more  land  for  operations,  construc- 
tion, parking  and  expansion  than  in  the  past.   For  these 
reasons,  a  significant  increase  in  land  to  be  reserved  for 
industrial  use  is  considered  reasonable. 
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Future  utilization  of  land  for  roads  should  not  be  great 
considering  the  high  amount  of  secondary  mileage  now  in 
existence,  and  primary  system  mileage  will  probably  not  be 
significantly  increased  during  the  planning  period.   Some 
increase  in  overall  road  acreage  is  bound  to  take  place  as 
part  of  new  development,  but  it  should  be  kept  to  a  minimum 
if  improved  land  use  policies  are  encouraged  through  sub- 
division regulations  and  planned  unit  residential  development 
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TABLE  7 


Stokes  County  Existing  Land  Use  Quantities 
and  Projected  Needs 


Use 


Exi  s  t  in; 
Acreage 


Future  Additional 

Acreage    Need  Acreage 

per  100„   Projection  Needed 

Persons    Factor  to  1990 


Res  ident  ia 1 
( Yea  r- r  ound 
occupancy) 

Comme  r c  ia 1 


6,739 
6.3  2 


25.  2 
1.4 


1.0 
1.0 


3  ,679 
205 


Public  and 

Ins  t  i  tut  iona  1 

44 

,210 

165.  6 

.5 

12,130 

Indu  strial  and 

Utility 

1 

,234 

4.6 

3.0 

2  ,022 

Roa  ds 

7 

,658 

28.  6 

.  25 

1  ,048 

Agr  icultural 

87 

,744 

328.  6 

-- 

-- 

Undeveloped 

144 

,533 

541.3 

-- 

-- 

Total 

292 

,480 

1  ,095.4 

— 

19  ,084 

1 


Estimates  based  on  Division  of  Community  Planning  Survey, 
September  ,  1968 . 


Based  on  Division  of  Community  Planning  estimate  of  1968 
population  at  26,700  persons. 

Factors  determined  by  relating  present  land  use  to  future 
use,  based  on  trends  and  growth  prospects  listed  in  text. 
A  factor  with  a  numerical  value  of  1.0  will,  for  the  calcu- 
lation explained  in  the  note  below,  act  to  increase  a  category 
of  acreage  by  about  the  same  amount  as  the  projected  increase 
in  future  population. 


4 


Based  on  factors  mentioned  above,  and  Division  of  Community 

Planning  projected  1989  population  of  41,346.  Example  of 
calculat  ion: 

Residential  Use     41,346  (1989) 

-26  ,700  (19  68) 

14,646  Population 
Increase 

Thus,  146.5  (100  persons)  x  25.2  x  1.0 

equals  3,679  additional  ( co  1  .  2  )  ( co  1  .  3  ) 
acres  needed. 
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7.    Agricultural  land  will  not  increase  (as  farm  consolida- 
tion takes  place),  and  may  actually  decrease  as  the 
agriculture  portion  of  land  acreage  contributes,  along 
with  the  undeveloped  land  portion,  to  the  acreage  needed 
for  the  other  uses  already  noted. 


0.    LAND  DEVELOPMENT  FACTORS 

Vital  to  the  formation  of  future  land  development  policies 
and  proposals  are  the  qualitative  criteria  by  which  the  suit- 
ability of  a  given  area  for  a  proposed  land  use  must  be  judged. 
In  the  following  tables,  a  number  of  the  more  important  land 
development  factors  are  compared  to  and  correlated  with  the  over- 
all major  land  use  categories  which  might  be  expected  to  play 
roles  in  the  county's  future  development.   Portions  of  the  county 
are  then  evaluated  with  regard  to  the  same  land  development 
factors . 

Careful  examination  of  both  tables  will  reveal  strong 
development  potential  for  the  county.   The  southwest  and  south- 
east portions  of  the  county  would  seem  to  be  very  similar  in 
many  respects  with  the  great  strength  of  the  southwest  portion 
around  King  being  its  access  to  a  primary  trunk  highway.   The 
southeast  portion  rates  highly  (especially  for  industrial 
development)  on  the  factors  of  the  sewer  system  now  under  con- 
struction in  Walnut  Cove,  proximity  to  a  general  aviation  air- 
port, and  the  availability  of  relatively  large  tracts  of  land 
in  reasonably  unified  ownership- 
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TABLE  9  ( cont  inued) 


Qualitative  Land  Development  Factors 
Generally  Correlated  to  Portions  of 
Stokes  County 


S  ymbo 1 
X  -  Ava  i lab  le 
/  -  Available  in  some 
-  -  Not  ava  i la  b  le 


Southwest  Southeast  Central  North 


cases 


S  t  oke  s 
(King 
Area  ) 


Stokes 
(Walnut 

Cove  ) 


Stokes 
(  Dan- 
bur  y  ) 


Stokes 


Topography 
Flat  te  rra  in 
slope) 


(less  than  6  % 


Not  cut  by  streams 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Not  subject  to  flooding 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Streams  available  for 
re  cr ea  t  ion 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Outstanding  scenic  view 

/ 

- 

X 

/ 

Acces  s 

Primary  (truck)  highway  access 

X 

/ 

' 

Secondary  road  access 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Ra  i lway  access 

/ 

/ 

- 

- 

30  min.   access  to  metro- 
politan population  centers 

X 

X 

X 

/ 

15  min.  access  to  local 
population  centers 

X 

X 

X 

/ 

45  min.  access  to  trunk 
a  irp  or  t 

X 

X 

X 

/ 

Close  access  to  general 
aviation  airport 

/ 

X 

/ 

Close  to  higher  educational 
and  research  facilities 

/ 

/ 

Services 

Piped  water  system 


12"  mains  for  fire 
insurance  rating 


Land  Use 

Large  sites  available  in  reason- 
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/ 
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- 

Fire  protection 
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X 
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Superior  elementary  and 
secondary  education 

Sufficient  electric  power 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Na  tura  1  ga  s 

- 

/ 

- 

- 

ably  unified  ownership 

/ 

X 

X 

X 

Compatible  adjoining  land  use 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Zoning  ordinance  in  effect 

- 

/ 

- 

- 

Subdivision  regulations  in 
effect 

Water 

Uncon tarn ina t e d  source 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Continuous  supply 

X 

- 

- 

/ 
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Table  9  (continued) 


Southwest  Southeast  Central   North 


Stokes 

(King 

Area) 


S  t oke  s 
(Wa lnu t 
Cove) 


Stokes 

(Dan- 
bury  ) 


Stokes 


Soil 

Suitable  for  septic  tanks 

X 

X 

/ 

X 

Depth  suitable  for 

f ounda  t  ions 

X 

X 

/ 

/ 

Bearing  strength  suitable 

for  heavy  structures 

X 

/ 

X 

X 

Land  Cover 
Forested 


Woo  de  d  lots  and 
scattered  trees 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Cleared 

X 

X 

/ 

X 

Adequate  labor  supply 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Development  Corporation 
aid 

X 

1 

X 

X 

Source:   Division  of  Community  Planning 


The  central  portion  of  the  county  around  Danbury  shows 
availability  of  access  that  sets  it  apart  to  some  degree  from 
the  northern  half  of  Stokes.   At  the  same  time,  it  is  generally 
lacking  the  flat  terrain  and  septic  tank  soil  suitability  char- 
acteristics that  North  Stokes  possesses.   The  significant 
difference  in  the  occurrence  of  land  development  factors  between 
the  northern  and  southern  halves  of  the  county  indicates  both  a 
different  type  of  development  for  each  of  these  sections,  and 
the  necessity  for  the  improvement  of  certain  governmental  ser- 
vices which  will  more  nearly  equalize  their  development  potential 

In  the  future,  both  halves  of  the  county  will  contribute 
almost  equally  to  each  other;  and  conversely,  the  harmonious 
development  of  the  county  is  dependent  upon  all  parts  of  Stokes, 
not  just  a  single  section. 
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P.   THE  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 


A  comprehensive  overview  of  Stokes  County's  development 
potential  indicates  three  major  development  land  uses  for  the 
future  : 


I .  The  southern  portion  of  the  county  should  support  the 
major  share  of  industrial  growth  during  the  planning  period. 

II.  While  the  entire  county  will  benefit  from  the  addition 
of  various  categories  of  residential  usage,  the  southern 
portion  should  receive  the  largest  amount  of  suburban  housing 
caused  by  relocation  from  the  Winston-Salem  area» 

III.  The  third  major  development  influence  involves  a  prime 
recreation  area  in  Stokes  --  ideally  suited  to  institutional 
camps  and  retreats,  tourism  and  recreation  uses,  vacation 
homes,  wildlife  sanctuaries,  and  non-commercial  roadside 
tourist  attractions.   This  includes  all  of  Danbury  Township 
and  Hanging  Rock  State  Park  as  well  as  portions  of  every 
other  township.   The  creation  of  such  a  coordinated  multi-use 
recreation  area  within  these  boundaries  would  be  of  tremendous 
benefit  to  the  future  development  of  the  county,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  intermixing  of  these  uses  would  present  special 
problems . 


AGRICULTURAL  ELEMENT 

This  land  use  category  includes  farm  land,  pastures, 
forested,  and  idle  lands.  As  discussed  in  the  Economic  and 
Land  Potential  Studies,  agriculture  is  an  important  aspect  of 
Stokes'  economy  and  should  remain  so.   However,  the  number  of 
farms  is  decreasing  rapidly  as  urban  development  occurs  and  as 
consolidation  takes  place  due  to  the  introduction  of  new  agri- 
cultural uses.   Even  though  a  significant  number  of  existing 
farms  are  too  small,  too  rocky,  and/or  too  sloping  for  the 
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efficient  use  of  mechanized  farming  methods,  good  farm  land 
occurs  in  all  but  the  central  portion  of  the  county. 

The  county's  prime  farm  land  occurs  along  Town  Fork  Creek 
and  in  flat  lands  of  the  lower  Dan  River.   In  addition  to  mech- 
anized farming  methods,  agricultural  income  will  undoubtedly  be 
increased  by  the  introduction  of  concentrated  cash  crops  (such 
as  vegetables,  strawberries,  etc.),  and  continuation  of  the 
trend  toward  mechanized  raising  of  livestock  (cattle,  pigs 
and  poultry). 

The  cutting  of  timber  will  continue,  although  increasing 
prices  of  land  in  the  county  make  the  devotion  of  new  areas 
specifically  to  timber  production  uneconomical  in  most  cases. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  reforestation  of  idle  lands  for  soil 
conservation  and  recreational  purposes,  as  well  as  the  possible 
creation  of  large  Christmas  tree  and  nursery  crops,  would  be 
of  definite  benefit  to  the  county  and  its  economy. 


INDUSTRIAL  ELEMENT 

Examination  of  the  qualitative  land  development  factors 
applicable  to  industrial  development  show  the  industrial  use 
to  be  perhaps  the  most  exacting  and  demanding.   This  type  of 
development  in  Stokes  County  will  be  contingent  to  the  greatest 
extent  upon  the  availability  of  water  and  sewer  systems,  as 
well  as  access  characteristics  and  the  availability  of  reason- 
ably priced  industrial  sites. 

Because  of  the  development  factors  involved,  heavy  (inten- 
sive) industrial  land  use  can  only  be  recommended  for  the  King 
and  Walnut  Cove  areas  at  this  time.   The  makings  of  an  excellent 
industrial  park  are  available  adjacent  to  US  52  outside  King 
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and  fulfill  all  qualitative  requirements  with  the  exception  of 
a  sewer  system.   Until  incorporation  is  approved  and  a  sewer 
system  can  be  constructed  in  King,  the  industries  choosing  to 
utilize  this  site  will  be  limited  by  that  deficiency,  although 
a  large  enough  industry  will  install  its  own  treatment  facil- 
ities if  a  nearby  stream  can  be  reserved  for  disposing  of  the 
effluent.   A  sewer  system  is  already  under  construction  at 
Walnut  Cove,  but  a   problem  of  somewhat  limited  primary  road 
access  to  Walnut  Cove,  as  well  as  the  expense  involved  in  the 
provision  of  necessary  12"  water  mains,  will  continue  to  hinder 
industrial  growth  in  that  locality  until  corrected. 

A  potential  for  light  industrial  growth  exists  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  county  (around  Francisco,  Lawsonville 
and  Sandy  Ridge)  for  industries  without  any  significant  liquid 
waste  disposal  problems,  and  without  a  requirement  for  a  large 
or  continuous  supply  of  water.   The  creation  and  gradual  imple- 
mentation of  selected  area  county  water  and  sewer  systems  would 
not  only  result  in  the  staged  provision  of  these  services  with 
a  minimum  duplication  cost,  but  would  also  radically  improve 
the  industrial  potential  of  northern  Stokes. 

Prime  industrial  sites  in  the  county  can  further  be  pro- 
tected by  the  early  acquisition  of  options  by  the  county's  two 
industrial  development  corporations,  in  addition  to  the  pro- 
tection afforded  through  selected-area  county  zoning.   In  order 
to  fully  realize  the  industrial  potential  of  Stokes  County  the 
simultaneous  improvement  of  education,  water  and  sewer  facil- 
ities must  be  undertaken  soon. 
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RESIDENTIAL  ELEMENT 

Various  types  of  residential  potential  occur  throughout 
most  of  the  entire  county.   The  existing  evenly  spread  resi- 
dential land  use  pattern  occurs  almost  entirely  on  existing 
road  frontages  ,  and  as  discussed  in  the  Land  Potential  Study, 
a  better  use  needs  to  be  made  of  land  off  the  existing  roads. 
If  this  is  done,  Stokes  can  anticipate  most  of  its  residential 
development  to  continue  to  occur  along  existing  roads,  but  in 
relatively  small  (5  to  20  housing  unit)  subdivisions. 

With  reference  again  to  the  qualitative  land  development 
factors,  the  most  concentrated  residential  development  can  be 
expected  (and  is  recommended)  to  occur  on  sites  served  by  the 
Walnut  Cove  water  and  sewer  system  and  within  the  present  King 
water  district.   Multi-family  housing  is  recommended  for  Walnut 
Cove,  and  also  for  King  upon  completion  of  a  proposed  sewer 
system  there  (dependent  on  incorporation). 

For  the  rest  of  the  county,  development  should  occur  along 
secondary  roads  on  one  acre  or  larger  lots.   This  growth  will 
by  its  very  nature  be  "scattered"  and  occur  at  random  through- 
out the  county.   Subdivision  development  beyond  municipal 
sewerage  systems  will  be  restricted  to  those  areas  in  which 
septic  tanks  can  be  accommodated.   This  is  a  problem  in  Stokes 
only  in  the  foothills,  mountains,  and  river  bottoms. 

Other  developments  should  be  large,  estate-type  (two  acres 
and  larger),  or  the  more  conventional  (one-half  acre  or  less) 
lot  utilizing  individual  or  group  packaged  waste  treatment 
plants.   These  will  tend  to  develop  in  close  proximity  to  in- 
dustries, commercial  concentrations  and/ or  schools.   Access  to 
major  roads  will  also  be  an  attracting  factor.   The  southern 
half  of  the  county  should  benefit  by  residential  growth  as  a 
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result  of  those  persons  who  move  into  the  county,  but  continue 
to  commute  out  to  jobs  in  W in s t on- Sa  1  em  and  Greensboro.   This 
growth  will  be  felt  (and  already  exists)  to  a  somewhat  lesser 
degree  in  the  northwest  and  northeast  portions  of  the  county 
with  homes  for  outcommuters  to  Surry  and  Rockingham  Counties, 
respect  ive 1 y . 

A  number  of  other  specialized  housing  opportunities  exist 
within  Stokes,  including  the  development  and  site  potential  for 
a  planned  "new  town"  to  the  west  of  US  52  near  Pinnacle.   There 
is,  in  addition,  the  potential  for  one  or  more  planned  retire- 
ment villages  on  land  north  of  Danbury,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
County  Hospital.    (See  further  discussion  of  this  in  the  climate 
section  of  the  Land  Potential  Study.) 

Present  land  use  and  open  space  characteristics  indicate 
a  strong  potential  for  vacation  homes  throughout  the  county  and 
especially  in  the  prime  recreation  areas  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hanging  Rock  State  Park.   Although  some  soil  suitability  for 
septic  tanks  must  exist  for  vacation  homes,  these  seasonally 
occupied  dwellings  do  not  usually  require  quite  as  high  a 
classification  of  soil  permeability. 

Mobile  home  sites  and  parks  in  the  county  are  for  the  most 
part  well  sited  and  landscaped,  but  both  new  and  existing  should 
be  carefully  checked  for  compliance  with  sanitary  and  health 
regulations. 

In  the  matter  of  price  range  availability,  it  is  felt  that 
high  ($30,000  and  over)  and  middle  ($12,000  to  $30,000)  range 
housing  availability  is  not  as  serious  a  problem  at  present  as 
that  represented  by  low  ($8,000  to  $12,000)  housing  a va i la b i 1 i t y , 
High  income  housing  on  tracts  of  two  acres  or  more  is  normally 
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constructed  upon  demand,  although  high  income  housing  tract 
development  should  have  a  future  in  the  county.   The  construc- 
tion of  middl e- income  s ing 1 e - f am i  1  y  units  is  taking  place  faster 
than  any  other  type  at  this  time,  but  it  should  be  pointed  out 
that  there  is  little  or  no  surplus  of  m id d 1 e- income  housing. 
S ing 1 e- f ami  1 y  middle-range  rentals  are  almost  completely  un- 
available, as  are  multi-family  units  (see  Housing  Chart,  Lan d 
Potent  ial  Study) . 

The  most  serious  housing  problem  in  Stokes  is  providing 
low  income  housing  opportunities.  It  would  seem  that  the  best 
location  for  low  income  housing  would  be  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  county,  taking  into  consideration  the  need  for  proximity 
to  water  and  sewer,  governmental  services,  and  employment.  There 
are  a  number  of  alternative  methods  of  attacking  the  problems, 
and  as  many  methods  as  possible  should  be  used  in  order  to  make 
a  maximum  impact  upon  the  low  income  housing  situation;, 


A  housing  authority  is  in  the  process  of  being  formed  in 
Walnut  Cove,  the  prime  locational  site  for  low  income 
housing  at  this  time,  and  the  only  incorporated  town  in 
the  county  with  the  means  for  fulfilling  Federal  Workable 
Program  requirements.   There  is  a  potential  here  for  40 
to  50  units  of  low  income  housing  within  the  next  two  to 
three  years. 


The 
Hous 
appl 
disc 
the 
imme 
it  i 
be  f 
a  s  s  i 
f  am  i 
loan 
a  t  io 
t  ion 


grea 

ing 
ica  t 
us  se 
p  r  oc 
diat 
s  st 
unde 
gned 
lies 

app 
n  he 

of 


t  po 
Prog 
ion 
d  in 
e  s  s  i 
e  ly 
rong 
d  by 

f  ul 

in 
1  i  ca 

lp, 
cons 


tent  ia 1 
ram  s  ,  a 
to  1  ow 

the  I- a 
ng  and 
increa  s 
1 y  re  co 

the  St 
1- t  ime 
c  omp let 
t  i  on  a  p 
f am  i  1  y 
t  rue  t  io 


value 
nd  the 
income 
nd  Pot 


of  F 
dif  f 

f  am  i 
e  n  t  ia 


staf f  i 
e  the 
mmende 
oke  s  C 
to  ass 
ing  th 
pr o va 1 
budget 
n  de  t  a 


ng  di 
numbe 
d  tha 
ommun 
is  t  in 
e  pre 
Th 
ing  , 
i  1  s  p 


armers  Home  Administration 

iculties  involved  with  their 

lies  have  already  been 

1  St  udy .   In  order  to  relieve 

fficulties,  and  therefore 

r  of  low  income  housing  loans, 

t  a  full-time  housing  aide 

ity  Action  Program  and  be 

g  FHA  personnel  and  low-income 

liminary  steps  leading  to 

is  includes  application  prepar- 

site  selection,  and  prepara- 

lann  ing . 


76 


With  existing  Farmers  Home  Administration  ( F HA )  programs, 
and  with  the  help  of  the  Stokes  Community  Action  Program 
(SCAP)  and  the  housing  aide,  private  non-profit  (perhaps 
church -related)  groups  within  the  county  could  be 
approached  to  assist  with  the  following  program: 

a)  SCAP  housing  aide  helps  8  to  15  low  income  families 
obtain  approval  for  low  income  housing  loans. 

b)  Community  group  selects  a  site  and  obtains  FHA 
approval  for  location  there  of  the  authorized  low- 
income  home  s . 

c)  Community  group  then  approaches  a  local  private  lend- 
ing source  for  funds  to  acquire  a  site  and  prepare  it 
for  location  of  the  homes.   Since  both  the  loans,  which 
technically  include  money  for  site  acquisition  and  pre- 
paration and  the  site  itself,  have  already  been  approved 
by  FHA,  this  is  a  de  f ac t o  Federally  insured  loan.  (This 
point  has  been  verified  and  preliminarily  approved  by 
local  FHA  and  private  lending  source  personnel.) 

d)  Community  group  purchases  site,  and  proceeds  to 
improve  it  with  necessary  streets  and  grading.   Water 
distributed  from  a  single  well  and  sanitation  facilities 
would  be  paid  for,  at  least  in  part,  by  a  Community 
Action  Program  incentive  grant. 

e)  Site  sold  to  low-income  families,  and  money  repaid 
with  interest  to  local  lending  sources. 

f)  During  this  process  the  SCAP  housing  aide  has  rendered 
administrative  assistance  to  the  community  group  and  the 
low-income  people  with  application  procedure  and  family 
budgeting  help,  site  preparation  and  home  construction 
details;  including  plans,  prices  and  specifications. 


Since  improved  residential  land  utilization  has  already 
been  singled  out  in  these  reports  for  attention  in  Stokes 
County,  there  is  every  indication  that  non-profit  groups 
within  the  county  would  be  eligible  for  Farmers  Home 
Administration  rural  renewal  program  loans  as  authorized 
under  FHA  Instruction  445.1.   This  program  has  a  high 
long-range  potential  for  improving  residential  land  util- 
ization and  low-income  housing  outside  of  the  incorporated 
towns  of  the  county. 
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5.    Stokes'  present  estimated  population  of  26,700  disquali- 
fies it  for  county  housing  authority  consideration  under 
a  North  Carolina  Enabling  Act  requirement  of  60,000. 
However,  the  Home  Rule  Bill  approved  by  the  North  Carolina 
Legislature  gives  counties  the  implied  power  to  enact 
housing  codes.   Serious  consideration  should  be  given  to 
formation  (along  with  Surry,  Davie  and  Yadkin  Counties)  of 
a  multi-county  housing  authority. 


PUBLIC  AND  INSTITUTIONAL  ELEMENT 

Public  land  use  throughout  Stokes  County  will  be  discussed 
in  detail  in  the  forthcoming  Community  Facilities  Plan  and 
Public  Improvements  Program.   However,  it  should  be  pointed  out 
that  inadequate  jail  and  court  facilities,  and  a  resulting 
scarcity  of  office  and  parking  space  are  facing  the  county  and 
must  be  planned  for  and  dealt  with  without  delay. 

It  is  tentatively  assumed  that  the  County  Seat  of  Danbury 
would  be  the  best  location  for  these  additions  to  public  facil- 
ities, considering  its  relatively  central  location,  and  the 
investment  in  public  facilities  already  located  there  which 
the  county  can  ill  afford  to  lose.   However,  this  conclusion 
also  assumes  secondary  road  system  improvement  in  the  relatively 
near  future  to  improve  access  to  Danbury  from  the  populous  south- 
west (King  and  Pinnacle)  portions  of  the  county. 

Considering  the  availability  of  a  site  across  the  street 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Courthouse,  it  may  prove  financially 
feasible  to  free  space  in  the  Courthouse  for  courtroom  and 
office  expansion,  through  construction  of  a  new  jail  with 
Sheriff's  and  other  office  space.  Since  parking  is  also  a 
critical  problem  in  Danbury,  additional  parking  space  might 
also  be  provided  by  constructing  the  proposed  building  on  a 
concrete  platform  at  street  grade  level,  while  the  open  space 
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below  the  platform,  created  by  the  down-slope  of  the  property 
away  from  the  street,  is  used  for  parking  space.   Further, 
office  space  is  potentially  available  in  the  renovation  of  the 
vacant  Danbury  Elementary  School,  if  proved  financially  feas- 
ible.  Any  new  construction  should  preserve  the  present  char- 
acter of  Danbury  for  tourism  purposes,  and  further  additions 
should  not  be  made  to  the  Courthouse  itself,  thereby  using  up 
the  little  remaining  landscaped  space  around  it. 

Institutional  land  use  provides  an  important  potential 
for  Stokes   County  future  development.   The  character  of  the 
county's  open  space,  and  especially  that  of  the  prime  recrea- 
tional area,  makes  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  location 
of  institutional,  educational,  industrial,  and  chur c h- re  la t e d 
camps  and  retreat  centers  within  Stokes.   A  number  of  these 
already  exist,  including  Camp  Robert  Vaughn  (Boy  Scouts  of 
America),  near  Walnut  Cove,  a  YMCA  camp  on  the  south  slope  of 
Sauratown  Mountain,  Vade  Mecum  Episcopal  Camp  near  Danbury, 
the  Susan  Barber  Jones  Presbyterian  Camp  near  Francisco,  and 
others . 

Institutional  uses  feasible  for  location  in  Stokes  include 
special  purpose  hospitals,  youth  centers,  and  educational  as 
well  as  industrial  conference  centers  (such  as  the  one  near 
Greensboro).   This  type  of  activity  would  add  to  commercial 
income  and  at  the  same  time  increase  tourist  traffic  in  the 
county . 

RECREATION  AND  TOURISM  ELEMENT 

The  basis  for  the  distribution  of  this  type  of  land  use 
in  Stokes  County  is  the  concept  of  a  prime  recreation  area 
discussed  in  the  introduction  of  this  section.   It  does  not  in 
any  way  rule  out  the  location  of  recreation  and  tourism  land 


79 


uses  in  areas  outside  the  recreation  area.   On  the  contrary, 
it  should  encourage  their  establishment  throughout  the  county, 
and  tie  in  directly  with  development  of  Duke  Powers'  Belews 
Lake  commercial  recreation  facilities. 

Recreation  facilities  for  the  use  of  Stokes  County  resi- 
dents will  be  discussed  in  detail  in  the  Community  Facilities 
Plan  and  Improvements  Program.   It  can  be  assumed  at  the 
present  time,  however,  that  the  picnic  and  bathing  facilities 
at  Hanging  Rock  Park  (utilized  on  a  regional  basis)  are  in- 
adequate for  the  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  county.   Also, 
in  addition  to  outdoor  recreational  facilities,  there  is  an 
overall  growing  need  for  more  recreation  facilities  and  pro- 
grams for  all  ages,  whether  they  are  located  in  churches  or  in 
community  centers. 

The  key  factor  in  Stokes  tourism  potential  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  county's  mountains,  foothills,  and  forests  are 
situated  within  easy  access  of  the  Piedmont  Crescent  to  the 
south,  and  the  Northeastern  United  States  Megopolan  Corridor 
(New  England  to  Virginia)  further  northward.   Therefore,  not 
only  regional  recreational  needs  but  national  tourism  implica- 
tions become  forces  on  which  to  pattern  Stokes'  tourism  devel- 
o  pmen t . 

Initially,  the  objective  should  be  to  draw  regional  tour- 
ist traffic.   Part  of  the  battle  is  already  won  as  evidenced 
by  the  location  of  the  Skyline  Drive  to  the  north,  Pilot  Mount- 
ain State  Park  to  the  west,  and  the  reportedly  high  percentage 
of  mi dwe s t- t o-F lor ida  traffic  on  Route  52.   Just  as  signifi- 
cantly, North  Carolina's  trunk  highway  system  is  attracting 
more  camper- tra i 1 e rs  each  year. 
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Visitors  will  be  drawn  even  closer  to  the  prime  recreation 
area  by  the  proper  utilization  of  highway  commercial  land  around 
the  two  US  52  interchanges  in  Stokes  County  and  Stokes'  portion 
of  the  land  adjacent  to  the  Pilot  Mountain  interchange,  just 
over  the  line  in  Surry  County.   More  specifically,  this  involves 
the  reservation  and  protection  of  the  land  around  these  inter- 
changes through  options  purchased  by  the  Industrial  Development 
Corporations,  and  even  possibly  by  zoning  controls  for  motels, 
restaurants  and  similar  uses. 

The  next  step  involves  the  private  development  of  camp- 
trailer  parks  and  attractive  rental  vacation  homes.   At  the  same 
time,  private  development  of  vacation  homes  in  the  county  should 
be  strongly  encouraged.   Once  people  are  attacted  and  have  a 
place  to  stay,  there  must  be  somthing  for  them  to  do  --  whether 
they  are  transients  or  whether  they  are  expected  to  spend  an 
entire  summer  season  in  their  vacation  home.   It  would  seem  to 
be  within  the  capability  of  the  county  to  create  a  number  of 
"doing  and  seeing"  attractions.   The  list  of  "doing"  attractions 
includes  the  usual  baseball,  softball,  golf,  swimming,  etc. 
Uniqueness,  however,  must  be  sought.   Stokes  must  have  something 
that  other  places  do  not  have.   One  such  measure  might  be  the 
creation  of  a  complex  of  riding  and  hiking  trails  throughout 
Hanging  Rock  Park  and  the  rest  of  the  heavily  forested  foothills 
in  the  planned  recreation  area. 

"One  shot"  attractions,  such  as  Shepherds  Mill  and  a  possi- 
ble farmers  museum  fall  into  the  "seeing"  category.   Certainly, 
the  development  of  historical  sites  also  fits  here,  and  the 
Historical  Society  in  partnership  with  county  government  should 
make  every  use  of  State  and  Federal  funds  for  the  acquisition  of 
these  sites  and  the  development  of  "doing  and  seeing"  activities 
at  them.   Also,  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Farmers  Home 
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Administration  funds  are  available  to  aid  in  the  conversion  of 
agricultural  land  to  recreational  use.   Stokes'  high  school 
youth  could  be  involved  in  each  project  during  the  summer. 

Danbury  itself  has  the  potential  for  becoming  the  center 
of  this  tourist  and  recreation  area.   Located  in  the  heart  of 
the  prime  recreation  area,  the  addition  of  carefully  regulated 
commercial  facilities  would  make  it  a  natural  tourist  attrac- 
tion, in  view  of  its  picturesque  character  typified  by  the 
Courthouse  and  the  old  hotels.   The  old  Taylor  Hotel  could  be 
made  into  an  outstanding  museum.   Completion  of  the  proposed 
Danbury  Iron  Forge  Park  would  add  further  to  the  potential. 

In  addition  to  the  appointment  of  a  County  Recreation 
Committee  and  the  other  steps  mentioned  in  regard  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  recreation  district,  it  is  strongly  recommended 
that  the  Planning  Board  and  the  County  Commissioners  contract 
for  a  separate  recreation  and  tourism  plan,  which  would  also 
examine  the  protection  and  renewal  of  Danbury. 


COMMERCIAL  ELEMENT 

Development  of  highway  commercial  land  around  the  US  52 
interchanges  has  already  been ' discussed ,  and  the  potential 
for  regional  shopping  facilities  on  these  sites  should  be 
emphasized.   This  is,  in  fact,  already  happening  at  King  with 
the  enlargement  of  the  Town  and  County  Restaurant  and  the  con- 
struction of  a  large  furniture,  store.   Stokes'  two  US  5  2  inter- 
changes lend  themselves  to  this  use  by  virtue  of  their  location 
--  just  about  half  way  between  Winston-Salem  and  Mount  Airy. 
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There  is  a  present  potential  for  more  specialized  rest- 
aurant facilities  in  the  area  generally  accessible  from  US  52. 
This  supposition  is  further  confirmed  by  the  successful  region- 
al attraction  of  certain  Mount  Airy  and  Ashe  County  restaurants, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Polyrosa  Restaurant  just  across  the  line 
in  Surry  County.   As  recreation  and  transportation  facilities 
develop,  restaurants  will  become  a  more  lucrative  use  in  the 
interior  sections  of  Stokes.   A  number  of  excellent  locations 
exist,  including,  for  example,  the  old  Spencer  Mills  and  dam 
on  NC  89  at  the  Big  Creek  bridge,  in  the  northwestern  corner 
of  the  county. 

Qualitative  land  development  factors  for  local  commercial 
development  can  be  noted  in  Tables  7  and  8.   The  locations  with 
the  greatest  local  potential  are  King,  Walnut  Cove,  Sandy  Ridge, 
and  Lawsonv i 1 le .   In  the  northern  portions  of  the  county,  new 
commercial  concentrations  (small  shopping  centers)  should  be 
designed  with  both  local  and  re crea t iona 1 / t our i sm  uses  in  mind. 

The  problem  of  renewing  the  central  business  district  at 
King  is  one  that  will  eventually  have  to  be  faced.   Parking  and 
traffic  difficulties   are  discussed  in  the  transportation  ele- 
ment, but  the  merchants  here  are  also  faced  with  the  increasing 
commercial  building  blight,  competition  from  more  modern  shop- 
ping facilities  nearer  the  US  52  interchange,  lack  of  expansion 
room,  and  poor  sanitary  facilities.   Incorporation  of  King  is 
not  only  essential  to  speed  the  installation  of  a  sewer  system, 
but  also  to  begin  planning  for  the  continued  life  of  the  central 
commercial  enterprises. 

The  King  business  district  is  at  present  built  in  such  a 
way  that  one  proposal  for  serious  consideration  might  be  the 
construction  of  parking  and  traffic  circulation  around  its  peri- 
phery, and  the  subsequent  conversion  of  its  main  street  to  a 
pedestrian  shoppers  mall. 
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TRANSPORTATION  ELEMENT 

The  first  step  in  improvement  of  transportation  in  Stokes 
County  should  be  the  adoption  of  a  county  thoroughfare  plan  and 
subsequent  improvements  to  major  and  minor  county  roads.   (A 
thoroughfare  plan  is  in  the  process  by  which  improvements  or  new 
facilities  are  systematically  conceived,  listed  as  to  present 
and  future  adequacy,  and  programmed  for  future  construction.) 
The  main  advantage  of  the  thoroughfare  plan  is  that  officials 
will  be  more  aware  of  needed  improvements  and  can  schedule  funds 
accordingly  prior  to  the  letting  of  the  contract;  damage  to 
property  values  and  community  appearance  can  be  minimized  by 
informing  the  public  of  when  and  where  improvements  are  to  be 
made,  thereby  allowing  them  time  to  reschedule  improvements, 
find  new  (temporary)  routes,  and  so  forth. 

The  recommendations  are  based  on  existing  and  proposed 
development  patterns  and  general  highway  planning  standards. 

Three  classifications  of  highways  have  been  used  in  formu- 
lating the  generalized  county  thoroughfare  plan.   They  are 
primary  highways  (which  connect  population,  economic  and  rec- 
reational centers,  and  are  numbered  NC  or  US);  major  and  minor 
county  roads  (which  interconnect  economic,  population  and 
recreational  centers  within  the  county  and  adjacent  counties, 
and  carry  traffic  to  the  primary  highway  system). 

The  sketch  thoroughfare  plan  shown  in  the  left-hand  column 
below  has  received  preliminary  approval  of  the  State  Highway 
Commission's  Advance  Planning  Section.   In  the  right-hand  column 
is  a  separate  listing  of  improvements  to  the  roads  recommended 
by  the  Stokes  County  Planning  Board  and  the  Division  of  Commu- 
nity Planning. 
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Directional  Marking 

Roads  in  this  sketch  thoroughfare  plan  should  be  better 
marked  for  the  convenience  of  the  ou t- o f - coun t y  visitor.   In 
order  to  be  properly  oriented,  each  road  should  be  marked,  in 
the  direction  toward  the  county's  interior,  with  destinations 
and  distances  of  other  primary  roads  and  the  large  towns.   In 
a  direction  outward-bound  from  the  interior  of  the  county,  the 
roads  should  be  marked  with  destinations  of  major  cities  (Win- 
ston-Salem, Greensboro,  Madison,  Mount  Airy),  as  well  as  the 
US  highways  52  and  311. 


Parking  and  In-Town  Congestion 

Most  of  King's  traffic  problems  result  from  congestion 
along  SR  1127,  the  town's  main  street.   It  is  therefore  recom- 
mended that  King  provide  off-street  parking  facilities  after 
incorporation  takes  place  (probably  on  property  north  of  the 
central  business  district,  adjacent  to  the  railroad  tracks), 
and  that  as  soon  as  this  is  accomplished,  parking  should  be 
prohibited  along  both  sides  of  SR  1127. 

US  311  through  the  Walnut  Cove  central  business  district 
carries  a  relatively  high  traffic  load,  but  it  is  wide  at  this 
point  and  the  problem  is  only  noticable  during  peak  commuter 
hours.   If  the  recommended  NC  772  truck  route  is  designated  to 
the  east  of  Walnut  Cove,  this  should  help  prevent  future  traffic 
congestion.   In  the  event  that  traffic  congestion  should  become 
too  much  of  a  problem  in  Walnut  Cove,  there  are  a  number  of 
alternative  routes  that  would  provide  bypasses,  but  this  is  not 
necessary  at  this  time. 
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GENERAL  AVIATION 

Industrial  development  in  the  King  area  would  benefit 
from  county  support  and  ownership  of  a  general  aviation  air- 
port to  the  west  of  US  52.   If  such  an  airport  were  to  become 
a  reality,  it  would  probably  be  built  without  expense  to  the 
county.   Present  estimates  indicate  that  Federal,  Appalachian, 
State  and  private  funding  would  cover  the  cost  of  construction; 
however,  operating  expenses  might  require  county  assistance 
until  airport  revenues  reach  the  self-sustaining  level. 


Q.    IMPLEMENTATION 

Stokes  County's  Land  Development  Plan  cannot  guide  future 

growth  until  active  implementation  is  initiated  and  maintained. 

Proper  use  of  available  tools  can  help  achieve  this  process. 
The  more  significant  are  summarized  below. 


ZONING 

Protecting  private  property,  fostering  compatible  land 
uses,  and  encouraging  economic  development  are  the  main  purposes 
of  zoning.   A  proposed  selected  area  zoning  ordinance  under  con- 
tractual agreement  will  be  prepared,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an 
ordinance  will  be  adopted  and  enforced  since  protection  of  the 
property  owner  is  so  critically  involved.   This  cannot  be  done 
without  full  public  and  private  encouragement  and  support. 
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SUBDIVISION  REGULATION 

These  regulations  set  standards  for  Lots,  roads,  buildin; 
setbacks,  the  drawing  of  plats ,  etc. ,  in  regard  to  Land  to  be 
subdivided  for  residentiai  use.  It  is  recommended  that  these 
regulations  be  adopted  by  the  county  and  be  c ons c ien t iou s L y 
administered. 


IMPROVEMENTS  PROGRAM 

Needed  capital  improvements  under  this  program  can  be 
scheduled  over  the  twenty-year  comprehensive  planning  period. 
An  advantage  resulting  from  such  programming  includes  foresee- 
ing needed  capital  expenditures  and  formulating  financial  plans 
in  advance  of  actual  project  need.  This  facilitates  the  maintain- 
ing of  a  relatively  consistent  tax  rate  as  opposed  to  a  sudden 
and  sometimes  drastic  tax  increase.   Included  in  this  would  be 
recommendations  for  the  establishment  of  a  "capital  reserve" 
fund  to  finance  long-range  improvements.   The  improvements 
program  would  be  associated  with  a  short-range  (five-year) 
CapitaL  Improvements  Budget,  and  eventually  be  a  key  part  of 
U.  S.  Housing  and  Urban  development  certification. 


OTHER  TOOLS 

All  elements  of  the  comprehensive  planning  program,  in 
particular  the  Land  Development  Plan,  should  be  (after  formal 
adoption)  periodically  reviewed  and  revised  as  conditions  war- 
rant.  This  review  should  enable  County  Commissioners  to  seek 
all  possible  assistance  in  implementing  the  Plan's  recommenda- 
tions.  The  review  should  be  made  by  the  Planning  Board  and 
incorporated  in  its  annual  report  to  the  County  Commissioners, 
giving  information  regarding  conditions  of  the  county  and  any 
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plans  or  proposals  for  the  development  of  the  county,  and 
estimates  of  the  costs  involved. 

The  county's  proposed  thoroughfare  plan  should  be 
adopted  by  the  County  Commissioners  and  the  N.  C.  Highway 
Commission  at  the  earliest  possible  date.   Determination  of 
new  and  improved  routes  will  facilitate  preparation  of  devel- 
opers' plans  both  for  public  and  private  enterprises  --  e.g., 
schools,  shopping  centers,  industrial  complexes,  subdivisions, 
etc.   This  element  too  should  be  periodically  reviewed,  and  if 
necessary,  revised  to  reflect  changing  conditions. 

Not  all  of  the  means  for  plan  implementation  can  be 
listed  here.   Many  federal  programs  such  as  FHA  grants  for 
water  and  sewer  facilities  are  available  for  major  county 
projects.   Other  programs  that  should  be  investigated  include 
assistance  involving  community  renewal  and  rural  renewal  pro- 
grams, solid  waste  (garbage)  disposal  facilities,  and  open 
space  acquisition  for  parks,  conservation  and  historic  proper- 
ties.  Aid  from  private  groups  should  be  enlisted  also,  such 
as  community  development  organizations,  the  School  Board,  and 
Farm  and  Home  Demonstration  Groups  —  all  of  which  could  pro- 
vide much  help  in  implementing  portions  of  the  overall  plan 
in  their  particular  locality.   Private  enterprise  should  also 
be  requested  to  help  county  planning  efforts  in  reference  to 
such  developments  a  s  shopping  centers,  planned  housing  devel- 
opments, and  industrial  parks. 

The  building  code  recently  adopted  by  the  county  is  a 
good  example  of  a  development  planning  tool  which  will  be 
invaluable  in  the  future.   In  view  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill  just 
passed  by  the  1969  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  there  is 
a  strong  probability  that  the  County  Commissioners  will  be 
empowered  to  pass  a  housing  code  ordinance.   Along  with  the 
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general  upgrading   or  elimination  of  substandard  housing  which 
would  result  from  a  housing  code,  it  would  also  make  Stokes 
eligible  to  participate  in  a  multi-county  housing  authority 
and  have  a  Workable  Program  certified  by  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development. 


CITIZEN  PARTICIPATION 

This  is  probably  the  most  important  implementation  tool 
listed.   An  informed  public  is  more  willing  to  support  growth 
and  development  programs  --  whether  in  their  neighborhood  or 
in  the  county.   Stokes  County  officials  should  begin  immedi- 
ately to  see  that  the  public  is  informed  about  planning  efforts 
A  major  step  in  this  direction  would  be  the  formal  adoption  of 
the  Land  Development  Plan  by  the  Board   of  Commissioners.  This 
would  also  lend  greater  future  weight  to  the  plan  in  its  prac- 
tical application  to  the  development  of  the  county. 


PRIORITY  PROGRAM 


1.  Formal  adoption  of  the  Land  Development  Plan  and 
Thoroughfare  Plan  by  the  Stokes  County  Board  of 

C  omm  iss  ioners . 

2.  Active  support  for  the  incorporation  of  King. 

3.  As  soon  as  the  Community  Facilities   Plan  and  Imp  rove- 
men t  Program  are  completed,  consider  adoption  of  capital 
budgeting  to  work  towards  completion  of  a  countywide 
water  and  sewer  program  (with  priority  for  water  areas 

3  and  4  as  recommended  in  the  Gray  Water  and  Sewer 
Report),  as  well  as  a  reserve  fund  for  future  land 
acquisition  and  option. 

4.  Adopt  and  enforce  a  selected-area  zoning  ordinance. 
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5.  Adopt  and  enforce  countywide  subdivision  regulations. 

6.  Begin  an  active  planning  education  program  throughout 
the  county  through  the  newspapers  and  by  means  of  talks 
to  community  groups  and  in  schools.   Also,  regularly  and 
systematically  invite  citizens  from  various  sections  of 
the  county  to  meet  with  the  Planning  Board  for  advisory 
purpo  se  s . 
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Encourage  and  if  possible  aid  low  income  housing  con- 
struction efforts  by  private  and  non-profit  developers, 
the  Stokes  Community  Action  Program,  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  and  the  proposed  Walnut  Cove  Housing 
Author  ity  . 

Create  a  county  recreation  commission  to  initiate  and 
supervise  a  county  recreation  and  tourism  program.   The 
Planning  Board  and  County  Commissioners  should  also 
contract  for  a  recreation  and  tourism  plan,  which  would 
also  include  provisions  for  the  renewal  and  preservation 
of  Danbury  as  the  center  of  the  prime  recreation  area. 
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long  run,  a  large  park  area  (with 

owne  r s  h 

ips  involved)  would  result,  in 

whi 

gu  ide 

d 

private  enterprise  could  funct 

ion 

the  rest  o  f  the  county. 

character  of 

ise  use  of 

he  deve 1 opmen  t 

use  controls 
e  rnmen t .   As 
rols,  subdivi- 
rvation  measures 
stered  not  only 

Boa  rd,  but  also 
eation  Committee, 
public  and  private 
ch  intelligently 
to  vastly  benefit 
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11.  Seek  out  and  actively  encourage  location  of  public 
facilities  such  as  special  service  hospitals,  youth 
center,  and  research  facilities  in  Stokes  County. 
This  should  attract  residents  and  increase  commercial 
activity  in  the  same  manner  as  the  location  of  industry 
in  the  county  will. 

12.  Maintain  contact  with  the  Department  of  Conservation 
and   Development,  Division  of  Commerce  and  Industry, 
to  promote,  locate,  and  finance  diversified  industrial 
development.   Creation  of  an  Economic  Development 
Commission  to  coordinate  efforts  of  the  two  Industrial 
Development  Corporations  and  the  Recreation  Commission, 
would  aid  in  the  identification  and  protection  of  prime 
industrial,  recreation,  tourism,  and  institutional 
sites  through  zoning  recommendations,  purchase  and/or 
option. 

13.  When  a  stronger  pattern  of  recreational  use  has 
actually  developed  later  in  the  planning  period, 
provide  zoning  and  development  controls  to  insure 

the  preservation  of  the  character  of  recreation  areas, 
historic  sites,  and  related  commercial  sites. 

14.  When  current  701  planning  contracts  are  completed, 
apply  for  Federal  funds  to  retain  the  Division  of 
Community  Planning  in  an  advisory  and  assistance  role. 

15.  As  soon  as  the  county  is  financially  able,  employ  full- 
time  planner  who  can  also  act  as  a  development  officer 
for  Stokes.   This  would  not  only  help  assure  future 
development  supervision,  but  will  also  provide  a  paid 
leader  for  the  work  of  the  economic  developers. 
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Appendix  2        1960  Population  Age 

Groups  by 

Comparison  Counties 

Stokes 
County 

Surry 
County 

Forsyth 
Coun  t  y 

Ro  ck  ing- 

ham 
County 

Yadkin 
County 

State  of 

North 

Carolina 

Total  Population 

2  2 ,314-' 

48,205-/ 

189 ,428-/ 

6  9 ,6  29-' 

22 ,804-/ 

4,556,155-' 

Median  Age 

26.7 

27.6 

27  .3 

28.  1 

28.2 

25,5 

Non-Whit  e 
Popu la  t  ion 

2,269 

2  ,807 

45  ,768 

14,672 

1  ,130 

1  ,156  ,870 

Med  ian  Age 

18.4 

21.4 

24.4 

21.4 

21  .7 

19.5 

Source:   _1/  1960  U.S.  Census  of  Population,  N.C.  General  Population 
Characteristics,  Table  27,  p.  35-98. 
_2/  Same  as  above,  Table  17,  p.  35-41. 


Education  in  Stokes  County  Compared  with 


Appendix  3 

Surround 

Lng  Counties, 

by  Per  Cent  o 

f  Popu  la 

t  i  on 

C  oun t y 

8  Yrs .  or  Less 
of  Schooling 
1950       1960 

Comp le  t  ed 
High  S  choo  1 
1950    1960 

4  Yr s .  or  Mo  re 

College 

1950       1960 

Med  ian  Years 
of  School 
1950     1960 

Stokes 

73.5 

62.9 

2.8 

15.7 

1.7 

2.  1 

7.  1 

7.8 

Forsyth 

51.4 

42.  1 

13.8 

22.9 

6.6 

9.0 

8.7 

10.  3 

Rock  ingham 

67.8 

59.2 

5.  1 

15.3 

3.4 

3.9 

7.4 

8.0 

Surry 

66.  1 

59.2 

6.3 

17  .0 

3.  5 

4.  2 

7.5 

8.  0 

Yadkin 

71.5 

60.3 

4.2 

16.  7 

2.4 

2.8 

7.4 

7.9 

State  of 
North  Carol ina 

8.9 

United  States 

10.6 

Source :   U .  S .  ( 

!ensus  of 

Popu la  t 

.  ion  , 

960 

1 1 


Appendix  4 


Family  Incomes,  Distribution  and  Percentage  of  Change 
1949-1950,  as  Compared  with  Surrounding  Counties 


County 


Median 
Fami 1 y 
Inc  ome 
1959 


Percentage 

Change 

1949-1959 


Percentage  of  Families 
in  1959  with  Incomes: 
Under  Over 


$3  ,000 


$10  ,000 


S  t  oke  s 

$3 ,240 

(Do 

11 

a  r  s  ) 

75.6 

46. 

(P 

ercent) 

3  .  5 

Forsyth 

$5,549 

101  .  1 

20.  1 

13  ,  1 

Ro  ck  ingham 

$4,338 

82.0 

31.7 

5c  1 

Surry 

$3,717 

79.  1 

39.0 

5.  1 

Yadkin 

$3  ,760 

105.  5 

39  .  1 

4-  3 

Source:   Change,  Agricultural  and  Economic  Trends  in  North  Carolina 
The  North  Carolina  Agricultural  Extension  Service,  1964. 


Appendix  5 


1/ 


Family  Income  by   Selected  Areas,  in  Dollars,  1959— 

Rocking-  State  of 

Stokes  Surry   Forsyth  ham         Yadkin  North        United 

County  County  County   County County  Carolina States 


Mean 
Ave  ra  ge 
Fami  1  y 
Inc  ome 


3,898       4,466       6,442  4,980 


4  ,278 


4  ,838 


6,636 


Per 

Capita 
Inc  ome 


961   1  ,197   1,773 


1  ,325_ 


1  ,146 


1  ,260 


1  ,853 


Source:  _1/  Personal  Income  Statistics  for  N,  C.  Counties,  1949-1959 
Department  of  Conservation  and  Development,  Raleigh,  N.C 
Dated  Summer,  1963. 
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Appe  nd  ix  7 


Stokes  County  Commuting  Patterns,  I960 


Areas  in  Mobility  Pattern 


Went  Out  of 
County  to  Work 


Came  into 

C  oun t  y  to  Wo  r  k 


Forsyth  County 


1  ,666 


230 


Guilford  County 


L06 


34 


Rockingham  County 


564 


60 


Surry  Coun  t  y 


202 


60 


Yadkin  County 


Danville  City,  Virginia 


Henry  County,  Virginia 


17 


Martinsville  City,  Virginia 


37 


Patrick  County,  Virginia 


67 


36 


Els  ewhe  re 


51 


TOTAL 


2  ,721 
( Ou  t-Commu t  ing ) 


430 
(In-Commuting) 


Source:   U.  S.  Census  of  Population,  1960 
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To  ta  L  Emp loyed 


Employment  by  Industry,  Stokes  County,  1960 

Per  Cent  of 
To  ta 1  Emp loyed 

100.0 


Agr  iculture 

Mining 

Cons  t  ru  c  t  ion 


39.4 
0.2 
5.6 


Manuf a  c tur  ing 

Furniture  &  lumber  &   wood  products 

Metal  industries 

Ma  ch  iner y 

Transportation  equipment 

Other  durable  goods 

Food  &  kindred  products 

Textile  &  apparel  products 

Printing,  publishing  &  allied  industries 

Other  nondurable  goods 


33.0 
3.  2 


0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
15 


0.4 
7.7 


Railroad  &  railway  express  service  0.1 

Other  transportation  2.4 
Communications  and  utilities  &  sanitary  service     0.1 

Wholesale  trade  0.7 

Eating  &.    drinking  places  0.6 

Other  retail  trade  6.4 

Business  &  repair  services  0.8 

Private  households  1.8 

Other  personal  services  1.4 

Hospitals  0.7 

Educational  services  2.5 

Other  professional  &  related  services  0.7 

Public  administration  1.9 

Other  industries  (including  not  reported)  1.0 

Finance,  insurance  &  real  estate  0.6 

Source:    1960  U.S.  Census  of  Population,  N.C.  General 

Social  and  Economic  Characteristics,  Table  85,  p. 35-275 
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Append  ix  9 Industry  in  Stokes  County,  1969 

Carolina  Division,  United  Elastic  Corp.,  Westfield 

Carolina  Medical  Electronics,  King 

Danbury  Reporter,  The,  Danbury  (printing) 

Duke  Power  Co.,  Steam  Generating  Plant,  Pine  Hall 
(completion,  1974) 

Franklin  Mills  Hosiery,  King 

Hastings  Co.,  The,  (auto  parts) 

Hedgecock  Lumber  Co.  ,  Walnut  Cove 

International  Aero  Salvage 

King  Lumber  Co. ,  King 

King  Times  News  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  King  (printing) 

Pine  Hall  Brick  and  Pipe  Co.,  Inc.,  Pine  Hall  (Plant  #1) 

Queen  Manufacturing,  King 

Reynolds,  R.J.  Tobacco  Co.,  Brook  Cove  Plant 

Walnut  Cove  Hosiery  Mill,  Walnut  Cove 

Walnut  Cove  Veneer  Corp.,  Walnut  Cove 


Source:   Department  of  Conservation  and  Development, 

Division  of  Commerce  and  Industry,  Nov.,  1968 
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STOKES   COUNTY 
PRELIMINARY  1968  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS  FARM  CENSUS  SUMMARY* 
COMPILED  AND  RELEASED  BY  THE 
N.  C.  AND  U.  S.  DEPARTMENTS  OP  AGRICULTURE,  CROP  REPORTING  SERVICE.  RALEIGH, 

AND  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 
William  J.  Helsabeck,  Chairnan:  Zack  Wood,  Claude  Prlddy)  Ralph  Tuttle,  Harvey  G.  Johnson 

June  6,  1968  Raleigh,  N.  C. 


N.  C. 


Number   28 


The  following  information  was  contributed  by  farmers  to  the  County  Commissioners  through  their 
Farm  Census  Supervisor  and  Township  Listers.   Township  reports  have  been  summarized  and  county 
totals  adjusted  for  incompleteness.   These  data  should  be  considered  preliminary  pending  the 
availability  of  check  data  from  other  sources.  Township    data    ava  i  tab  la    upon   request. 


ITEM 


FARM  LAND  USES 

All  Land  in  Farms 

Harvested  Cropland 

Idle  Cropland 

Improved  Pasture 

Unimproved  Open  Pasture. 

Timber  &  Woodland 

All  Other  Land 


MAJOR  CROPS  (HARVESTED  ACRES) 

Corn,  Harvested  for  Grain 

Corn,  Cut  Green  for  Silage 

Other  Crops  Cut  Green  for  Silage... 

Cotton 

Tobacco 

Peanuts  Grown  Alone,  All  Purposes.. 

Wheat,  for  Grain 

Oats,  for  Grain 

Barley,  for  Grain 

Other  Small  Grains  for  Grain  £/••• • 

Sorghums,  for  Grain 

Soybeans,  for  Beans 

Lespedeza,  for  Seed 


HAY  CROPS  HARVESTED 

Coastal  bermuda 

Soybeans  &  Cowpeas... 

Smal 1  Grains 

Alfalfa  and  Mixtures. 
All  Other  Hays 


OTHER  CROPS  AND  VEGETABLES  HARVESTED 

Irish  Potatoes,  Grown  for  Sale 

Sweetpotatoes,  Grown  for  Sale 

Cucumbers,  Grown  for  Sale '.  .  .  . 

Snap  Beans,  Grown  for  Sale 

Strawberries,  Grown  for  Sale 

Blueberries,  Grown  for  Sale 

Other  Vegetables,  Grown  for  Sale... 

Vegetable  Gardens  for  Home  Use 

All  Other  Crops 


LIVESTOCK  AND  PEOPLE  AS  OF  JANUARY  1 


Sows  &  Gilts  kept  for  Breeding 

Cows  &  Heifers  2  Years  &  over: 

Kept  Mainly  for  Milk 

Kept  Mainly  for  Beef 

Hens  &  Pullets  of  Laying  Age 

Horses  and  Ponies,  2  Years  &  over.. 
All  People  Living  on  Farm  Tracts. . . 

People  who  worked  100  or  more 
days  off  farm  during  year 


UNIT 


Acre 


No. 


CROP  YEAR 


1966 


264,210 
32,581 
36,140 
11,318 
12,857 

158,122 
13,192 


7,749 

455 

25 

9,26l 

1,822 
795 

120 
516 
116 
826 
28 


62 
935 

1,721 

201 

4,951 


15 
2 
cJ 
cJ 
dJ 
tU 
28 
2,773 
91 


1967 


415 

1,499 

2,714 

102,124 

eJ 

12,453 

2,560 


1967 


264,085 
32,830 
37,446 
11,965 
11,748 

A/ 

170,096 


7,716 

400 

36 

8,915 


854 
90 
563 
188 
820 
33 


44 
884 

1,507 
103 

5,019 


6 
24 
12 
20 

tU 

sU 

2,985 


1968 


420 

1,386 
2,873 

92,385 
868£/ 

11,777 


2,602 


PERCENT  OP  TOTAL  CROPS 
HARVESTED 


UTILIZATION  OF  ALL  LAND 
IN  FARMS 


aJ   Included   in   all   other    land.      hJ  Alone   or    in  mixtures.      £j   Included   in 
in   all   other   crops.      sJ  Not    listed.      £/    Total   on   all    tracts   of  5  or  more 


other   vegetables. 
acres. 


dJ   Included 


There  were  264,085  acres  in  farm  tracts  in  Stokes  County  as 
Annual  State  Farm  Census  of  which  32,830  acres  were  utilized 
cropland  increased  4  percent  to  37,446  acres  and  improved  pa 
11,965  acres.      Unimproved  pasture  declined  nine  percent  to  1 
vested  acreage  of  major  crops  were   corn  for  silage  at  400  ac 
8,915  acres-  down  four  percent,   wheat  at  2,688  acres-  up  48 
percent  and  all  hay  at  7,557  acres-  down  four  percent.     The 
showed  sows  and  gilts  at  420  head-  up  one  percent,   milk   cows 
beef  cattle  at  2,873-  up  six  percent  and  hens  and  pullets  at 
ber  of  pedple  living  on  farm  tracts  was  listed  at   11,777  per 


reported  by  farmers  through  the  1 968 
for  the  production  of    crops.      Idle 
sture  posted  a   six  percent  gain  to 
1,748  acres,      Changes  in  the  har- 
res-  down  12  percent,   tobacco  at 
percent,    oats  at  854  acres-  up  seven 
January  1,   1968  livestock  inventory 
at  1,386  head-  down  eight  percent, 
92,385-  down  ten  percent.     The  num- 
sons. 


VIII 


fiiiir 

h  3  3091007481427 


